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UTJITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  - 
BUREAU  OF  EOm  ECONOMCS  n 
ECONOIvilCS  DIVISION 
V^ASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Discussion  of  Sunraary  of  Farn  Housohold 
Accounts  fron  State  Surrnaries 
1936-37 


Suri:naries  included 

ThG  attached  table  presents  the  State  summaries  of  household 
accounts  that  have  been  received  this  year  from  the  representatives  of  the 
Extension  Service,     All  are  for  12  months  in  1936-37  except  the  Wyoming 
report,  which  is  for  1934-35,     Considerable  difficulty  Y/a.s  experienced  in 
bringing  the  summaries  from,  different  States  together  in  one  table.  The 
form  finally  adopted  is  an  adaptation  of  a  table  fern  based  on  the  work  of 
the  Cemtnittee  on  Uniformi  Hone  Accounts  of  the  Extension  Service  Department 
of  the  American  Homo  EconomAcs  Association.     The  large  number  of  footnotes 
shows  how  difficult  this  process  of  summarization  has  been  and  is  indicative 
of  the  lack  of  uniformity  of  procedures  am.ong  States, 

In  preparing  the  summary  table  it  v.t.s  decided,  first,  to  omit 
States  giving  sumriaries  for  fewer  than  10  cases,    Me  believe  that  averages 
for  expenditure  data  based  on  so  fev^  cases  are  not  sufficiently  reliable  for 
inclusion.     This  is  especially  true  Y/hen  the  averages  include  reports  from 
families  that  differ  widely  in  incom.e  and  in  size. 

Basis  of  averages 

It  was  also  impossible  to  use  reports  presenting  averages  based 
on  the  number  of  families  reporting  expenditures  for  each  group  of  items 
instead  of  on  the  total  number  of  families,    "'^Vhen  the  number  of  families 
reporting  expenditures  was  given,  the  averages  were  recomi-puted  on  an  all- 
fanily  basis  and  included.     It  is  recognized  that,  especially  when  referring 
to  a  single  expenditure  group,  such  as  automobile  expense,  averages  for  the 
famxilies  reporting  are  of  special  interest.    We  believe,  hovrever,  that  they 
cannot  take  the  place  of  the  all-fam.ily  averages,  because,  vrithout  the 
latter,  a  table  that  adds  across  and  shows  the  distribution  of  total  family 
expenditures  cannot  bo  m.ade.     It  would  seemi  advisable  for  all  States  to 
present  averages  on  the  all-famnly  basis  for  all  expenditure  groups.  Addi- 
tional averages  based  on  famnlies  reporting  could  be  used  v/hen  desired. 
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Nonfarm  families 


ThG  data  in  the  State  reports  were  adjusted  whenever  possible 
to  omit  data  for  families  not  on  farms.     Since  the  report  is  for  farm 
families  it  seemed  desirable  to  eliminate  the  others.     Fortunately,  the 
reports  that  included  nonfarm  families  gave  sufficient  detail  for  most 
items  to  make  separation  possible.     In  the  interests  of  uniformity,  would 
it  not  be  practicable  to  limit  all  State  surajmries  to  farm  families? 

Classification  of  data 

The  section  on  farm-furnished  goods  is  one  of  the  least  satis- 
factory parts  of  the  table.     Many  of  the  reports  omitted  some  or  all  of 
the  groups  of  items.     Others  presented  data  for  the  larger  number  of 
families  that  kept  farm  accounts,  but  not  for  the  families  that  kept 
home  accounts.     Farm- furnished  food  was  included  in  many  of  the  reports, 
but  the  type  of  prices   (whether  farm  Y/holosale,  retail,  or  other,  used  in 
evaluating  the  food  vjus  seldom  stated.     The  methods  of  evaluating  the 
farm  dwelling  wero  described  more  completely,  though  considerable  variety 
in  method  was  found.     These  are  described  in  footnote  2.     The  method  used 
by  the  Bureau  of  liomo  Economics  in  its  analyses  of  farm  family  living 
data,  is  described  in  the  instructions  for  editing  and  transcription  of 
farm  home  account  book  data  (C  216,  part  II,  pp.  81-82).     Copies  of  in- 
structions on  this  point  are  enclosed. 

The  reports  on  goods  and  services  purchased  have  been  adapted,  in 
SO  -  f  ai*         possible,  to  fit  this  table  form.     This  adaptation  was  dif- 
ficult because  of  the  lack  of  uniformity  in  State  procedures  of  tabula- 
tion.    For  some  categories,  especially  recreation  o.nd  education,  many 
reports  gave  no  breakdown,  but  the  table  has  been  so  prepared  as  to  show 
the  detail  T/here  it  was  available. 

In  entering  data  from  the  State  summaries,  it  has  been  assumed 
that  the  automobile  expense  reported  vrcis  for  the  share  attributable  to 
family  use  only,  although  seven  of  the  reports  made  no  statement  on  this 
point.     It  has  also  been  assumed,  unless  a  statement  was  found  to  bo 
contrary,  that  automobile  expense  included  both  purchase  price  and  opera- 
tion cost.     Only  two  of  the  reports  mentioned  transportation  expense  other 
than  for  automobile,  and,  in  order  to  keep  data  on  the  automobile  separate, 
other  transportation  expense  has  been  included  with  miscellaneous  items. 
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"Savings  and  payment  of  insurance  premiums"  is  the  most 
unsatisfactory  group  included  in  the  table  and  the  State  reports.  For 
each  State,  it  presents  a  picture  of  the  type  of  data  given  in  the  account 
books;  but  we  are  very  doubtful  of  the  significance  of  the  figures.  No 
total  has  been  computed  to  include  this  category  as  it  would  be  im.possible 
to  say  what  such  a  figure  represented.     Furthermore,  since  reports  differed 
so  m.uch  from  State  to  State,  no  comparison  of  this  figure  from  the  reports 
of  different  States  can  be  made.     Even  v/hen  the  items  included  wore  listed 
it  was  not  clear  whether  the  entries  v;ere  "net,"  that  is,  whether  debts 
contracted  were  subtracted  from  debts  paid  and  whether  investm.ents  took 
account  of  losses  as  vfell  as  gains.    This  is  a  kind  of  information  that  is 
difficult  to  get  from  household  accounts,  but,  if  anything  on  this  subject 
is  included,  v/e  believe  that  the  figure  presented  should  be  a  true  "Net 
worth  change."     It  should  tci.ke  account  of  decreases  as  well  as  increases 
and  should  include  changes  in  farm  inventory  as  y/ell  as  in  investments  away 
from  the  farm.     Procedures  for  computing  such  a  figure  are  described  in  the 
instructions  for  "Farm  home  account  book  analysis,"  (C  216,  part  I,  pp.  40-42.) 

The  amount  of  detail  included  in  most  of  these  reports  has  been 
useful  in  preparing  this  table.  Even  though  the  State  reports  differed  in 
the  form  in  which  data  were  presented,  sufficient  detail  was  given  in  many 
instances  so  that  new  combinations  could  be  made.  In  general,  the  lo.ck  of 
clear  stG.tem.ent  as  to  just  what  wo.s  included  was  m.oro  often  a  problem  than 
the  lack  of  detail. 


Income  of  families  included 


At  the  time  of  the  Outlook  Conference,  the  specialists  requested 
that  income  data  be  included  in  this  sumiTiary  of  fern  home  account  books. 
So  few  of  the  reports  included  data  on  incomes,  however,  that  a  sumjrxiry  was 
impossible.     If  income  data  were  available,  the  classification  of  families 
by  income  levels  when  presenting  expenditure  data  would  bo  the  most  desirable 
plan.     The  averaging  of  data  for  all  families  as  nov;  done  obscures  the  ex- 
penditure differences  related  to  differences  in  income.     Furthermore,  com- 
parisons of  reports  for  different  States  are  of  little  value  unless  it  is 
knov/n  tho.t  the  families  wore  similar  as  to  type  and  income  level.     Even  when 
too  few  account  books  are  available  to  permit  separate  analysis  by  income 
classes,  a  to.ble  shovfing  income  distribu.tic:n  of  the  families  studied  Vfould 
add  to  the  usefulness  of  the  reports. 

If  income  data  are  presented  in  any  imy,  the  definition  of  the 
terms  used  offers  many  problems.     Unless  the  reports  are  very  clear  as  to 
just  what  is  meant  by  "income,"  such  figures  will  have  little  value.  Pro- 
cedures for  classifying  families  by  income  and  a  definition  of  the  term 
are  discussed  in  the  "Farm  homo  account  book  analysis,"  prepared  by  the 
Bureau  of  Home  Economics,   (O  216,  part  I,  pp,  7,  8). 
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SU1A4ASY  OF  FARM  HOUSEHOLD  AGCXDUNTS,  1935-3?:    AVIIRAGE  VALDE  OF  GOODS  Al©  SERVICES,  FARM  FAMILIES  IN  I4  STATES 


Locality 


Arkansas:  N.  Sebastian  county 

California:  Iflerced  county   

Connecticut  Qj  

Delaware  _8/  

Illinois  8/   11936-37 

Iowa:  24  counties  

l^Iaine:  10  counties  

Llinnesota:  Winona,  Fillmore, 

Mower,  Houston  couxities  

11  southeastern  counties   

Ovmer-operated  farms, 

22  southern  counties   

Tenaiit-operated  farms, 

26  southern  counties  I6/ — 
41  southern  counties  VjJ — 

Ketra^a:  46  counties  

Nevada  8J  j  1936 

New  Ivlesico:  8  counties  

Ohio  8/  

Oklahoma:  I6  counties   

TTyoning:  Niohara,  Big  Horn,  Uinta,' 
Platte  counties   


1 

lear 

Total 
numher 
01 

ac— 

Average 
size  of 
family 

Total 
value  of 
family 
living 
excluding 
value  of 

farm- 
furnished 
nousing 

Average 
fiirnished 

value  of  farm- 
goods  and  housing 

Foodi/ 

Hous- 
ing 2/ 

Fuel 

Total 

19 

22 

3.8 

4/ 

837 

197 

197 

19^6 

19 

4./ 

aI 
±1 

lA'^l 

55 

2/ 

6/ 

DD 

1936 

37 

/I  1 
4.  1 

1^19 

^50 

5/ 

2/ 

67 

q/ 

All 

i  1936 

^7 

12/ 

21 

^/ 

11 

4.U 

1461 

370 

210 

12 

1  1936 

84 

1229 

2/9 

250  ! 

1936-37 

50 

107'^ 

XW  /  J 

272 

168 

1936-37 

G8 

14/ 

4.0 

1063 

296 

151 

66 

513 

1936 

100 

4.2 

252 

144 

3!? 

431 1 

1936-37 

48 

5.3 

716 

197 

106 

27 

330 

19^6-S7 

83 

4.5 

679 

179 

88 

28 

295  1 

1936-37 

271 

4.4 

653 

191 

95 

21 

307 

1936 

254 

3.9 

989 

on  K 

160 

25 

400 

1936 

62 

4.8 

4/ 

1478 

307 

222 

4/ 

529 

1936 

'-\'~t 

37 

5.3 

1936 

24 

4.2 

^/ 

1936 

.^5 

3.5 

24/ 

960 

201 

5 

31 

354 

1935 

13 

1128 

25/  92 

5/ 

P/ 

9/ 

92 

Average  expenditxires  for  goods  and  services  purchased 


Food 


Cloth- 
ing 


186 
380 

347 

300 

224 
250 
214 

215 
281, 

215  I 

206  I 
1911 


81 

151 
10/137 

135 
148 
142 
105 

103 
125 


64 
67 

207  i 10/122 


House- 
hold 

opera- 
tion 


327 
164 
231 
178 

202 


13b 

75 
118 

71 


53 
192 
166 

155 
128 

131 
85 

54 
108 

45 

42 

40 
59 
98 
35 
143 
71 


107 !  114 


Repairs 
and 

insur- 
ance on 

house 

Furnish- 
ings 
and 
equip- 
ment 

66 

44 

r/ 

173 

164 

621 

116 

57 

94 

9 

75 

19 

66 

31 

61 

17 

76 

3 

31 

1 

32 

2 

29 

13/ 

19/  94 

38 

83 

22/ 

9 

28 

33 

98 

1 

51 

75 

1 

178 

119 

Med- 
ical 
care 


I 
I 

jRecre- 
! at ion 


28 
62 

55 
15 
68 

67 

56 

50 
58 

24 

22 

23 
59 
73 
36 
76 
41 


Edu- 
cat  ion 


25 
156  . 

35 1  11/60 
123 


Gifts  j 
and  j 
contri-j 

i 


Auto 


■hitions 


37 
29 
19 


70 

55 
42 


66 
97 


22 
I 

16 
19 
37  1 

200 

21/  15 
29 
28 

44 


36 
7 

96 
37 


29 

53 
59 
60 

73 
61 

53 


48 
4 

90 
38 


61  i  26 


107 
154 
117 
139 

143 
99 
54 

88 
76 

32 

32 
31 
63 
21/107 

31 

w 

139 


Per- 
sonal 


!  Total 


7/ 


14 
55 


84 
37 
19 
11/  25 

12/  33 
1^/  67 

52 


IS/ 


57 
39 

104 
11 
11 
16 

121 


640 
1376 
1202 
1127 
1079 

937 
738 

701 
905 

492 

472 
441 
749 
1171 

-115 
24/  925 
24/  606 

1036 


Savingsl/ 

and 
payment 
of 

insurance 
premiums 


11/ 


20/ 


5/ 


58 

311 
225 
166 
442 
268 
124 

57 
97 

33 

35 
26 

80 
76 

128 
63 

124 


1/  in  the  Illinois  report,  farm-furnished  food  was  evaluated  at  retail  prices.     The  Nehraska  and  Nevada  reports  used  prices  that  would  have  been  received  had  the  food  been  sold  at  the  farm. 
2/  Estimated  rental  value  of  the  farm  dwelling.     The  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  two  of  the  Minnesota  summaries  did  not  report  the  method  of  evaluation;  the  Ivlaine  report  evaluated  farm^  housing  at  lO  per- 
cent  of  estimated  value;  the  Nebraska  report,  at  9  percent  of  present  valuation;  the  Nevada  report,  at  10  percent  of  inventory  value  of  the  house, 
described  the  value  of  farm  housing  as  interest  and  depreciation  on  farm  dwelling,  but  did  not  give  the  method  by  which  it  was  computed. 
_2/  Includes  amounts  reported  as  savings,  debt  payments,  and  for  investments.         4/  Does  not  include  value  of  f axm-furnished  products  other  than  food,  such  as  luel, 
6/  Includes  f arn-fTirnished  food  only.  Personal  care  and  transportation  other  than  by  automobile  only.  8/  No  information  was  given  concerning  nace, 

3j  Does  not  include  value  of  farm  housing.         10 /  Includes  personal  care.  ll/  Includes  personal  allowances.         12/  xxiuxuixco  oxxl^v.  k^uo^^  ^.^.^^^-^   -  Farmers 

the  Delaware  data.  I3/  Includes  payments  of  life  insurance  premiums  onlyT"'  Adult  equivalents  based  on  food-consumption  units.  1^/  Includes  only  persona    care.     ^  — /    arne  s 

with  cash  leases.         ij/  Farmers  with  crop^share  and  cash  leases.         l3/  Insurance  not  included.         19/  Includes  supplies  for  household  operation.         20/  Includes  only  savings. 

cars  only,  not  operation.         22/  Includes  i'^Iterest  as  well  as  repairs          in.ur.nce.          2^/  Includes  expense  for  reading,  tobax^co,  and  gum,  m  adlitio.. 


The  first  three  of  the  Minnesota  studies 

ice,  etc.         ^/  Not  reported, 
location,  or  number  of  co\inties. 
Includes  three "urban  f amilies'that  were  excluded  from  the  remainder  of 


 . — ^ 

21/  Iricludes  piarchase  price  of 


jt 


items.         24/  Does  not  include  any  automobile  expense.         2^  Includes  all  farm  produce  used  by  the  family. 


Bur.  Home  Econ. 


u.s.r.A. 
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United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  5^ 
Bureau  of  Home  Economics 
Washin.5cton,  D,  C, 


SmC'lARY  OF  FARM  HOUSEHOLD  ACCOUITTS  FROM  IJ  STAT^^S,  193S 


Reports  presenting  expenditures  for  living,  the  value  of  farm- 
furnished  products,  and  other  facts  alDout  farm  families  that  kept  house- 
hold accounts  in  193'^  have  "been  received  from  the  representatives  of  the 
Extension  Service  in  I7  States.    In  addition  to  the  reports  summarizing 
the  accounts  kept  "by  farm  families  that  cooperated  with  the  Extension 
Service,  two  States,  OklahoTna  and  Tennessee,  also  sent  in  reports  cover- 
ing families  that  v/ere  "borrowers  from  the  Farm  Security  Administration. 
One  State,  Illinois,  presented  material  for  different  agricultural  sections 
as  viell  as  for  the  entire  State. 

The  material  is  for  the  calendar  year  1932>  except  for  Louisiana 
(1936-37),  and  I/iaine  (193^-3"^). 

Account  "books  included  in  State  reports 

In  a  few  State  reports,  the  nuraher  of  families  varied  in  several 
ta'bles;  families  included  in  some  tables  were  om.it ted  from  others  "because 
their  accounts  were  incomplete  for  one  or  more  items.    Unless  an  account 
"book  is  complete  and  accepta'olo  for  analysis,  it  should  "be  omitted  entirely 
from  the  study  of  family  spending  patterns.    The  same  numher  of  families 
shou.ld  "be  included,  throughout  all  the  ta"bulations,  in  order  to  eliminate 
the  possilDility  of  under-  or  overweighting  certain  items  in  computing  the 
total  expenditures  and  value  of  farriily  living. 

Basis  of  averages 

All  of  the  averages  presented  in  the  summary  tahle  should  "be 
comxJutt:d  on  an  all- family  basis,  and  not  on  the  numher  of  families  report- 
ing an  expense  or  vr^.luc  for  a  group  of  items,    ITearly  all  of  the  reports 
received  had  averages  "based  on  the  total  num'ber  of  family  accounts,  and 
stated  the  fact  in  the  write-up, 

Description  of  families 

The  improvement  in  the  State  reports  for  193^  was  quite  notice- 
a"ble  in  that  many  of  the  reports  specified  that  Negro,  "broken,  and  nonfarm 
families  were  eliminated  from  the  analysis  of  farm  family  records.  An 
attempt  has  "been  made  to  limit  the  summary  to  native-white ,  un'broken  farm 
families  in  order  to  m:xke  the  group  as  hom.ogeneous  as  possi"ble.  Each 
State  report  should  carry  a  statement  as  to  race,  marital  status,  and 
residence  (farm  or  nonfarm)  of  the  families  that  wore  included. 


Presented  "by '  Maryland  Y,  Fennell  at  the  Farm  Family  Living  Outlook 
Conference,  October  3O- i^<^^'em"ber  U,  1939. 
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In  colLinn  h       the  r;a:nr.iAi7/  t.-^blo  are  -presented  the  fi{rj.reson 
"Averaf^e  size  of  f anily.  "    Those  avcr-v^cs  are  C'v)n"n'.itG:l  on  the  oasis  of 
pers-^riS  in  the  family  in  all  except  2  States,  Loui sia^i-a  c^jid  Nevada,  v;here 
year-eqiiivrlent  persons  Trere  used.     The  recoinnendation  of  the  Con-iittee  on 
j^ialysis  of  Hcaschold  Accnixnt  Books  uas  that  size  of  frcnily  "be  computed  on 
the  "basis  of  year- equivalent  persons.    Do"a"btless  some  States  do  not  have 
the  data  needed  for  such  a  computation.     In  Louisi~;na  the  t'nro  averar-:es  v/ere 
approximately  the  s-u.e,  U.U  ipcrsons  as  c^-mpared  \7ith  U.2  year- equivalent 
persons. 

Avera/^e  v,-ilue  of  f  amily  liviiir^c 

The  average  value  of  family  livin.'^  x)resented  in  col'amn  5  is 
com-:50sed  of  the         of  the  averat::e  %'alue  of  friTm-furnished  ^oods  (column  6) 
and  the  averOf^e  expenditures  for  goods  and  services  (column  lO),  The 
fi.;;ares  r^i'^en  for  the  avera^.::c  value  of  f^ily  living  are  not  complete  totals 
for  9  of  the  19  State  reports  entered  in  the  s^arLmary  triple.     (See  those 
marked  ll/.)     The  total  value  of  family  livi:i|.7  figures  for  these  9  States 
should  not  "be  compared  ^vith  the  fir^ares  for  the  others;  the  totfds  are 
incomplete  "because  of  omir/^ioris  of  the  Vc'^Iue  of  farm- furnished  housing,  of 
"other"  f arm- furni shed  £ooS.si  of  automo"bile  expenditures  for  family  use  of 
the  car,  and  of  r^ifts  and  welfare  expenditures,    (items  not  reported  aro 
marked  1£/. ) 

Farm-  f ux"n i  she  d  ^"o  o  d s 

The  section  of  the  siL-.imar^'  ta"ble  on  f arm- f urn i shed  ^^oods  is  still 
ver^'  difficult  to  prepare.     The  value  of  f  am- furnished  housing  and  r^oods 
should  "be  included  for  all  families  covered  in  the  analysis  of  exp^^nditures. 
Some  of  the  reports  included  only  a  fe-"  families  in  this  s'ection,  or  analyzed 
re-?orts  from,  other  families  vzhose  size  and  composition  mir'ht  vary  consider- 
alDly  from  those  of  the  families  keepin;^  e:rpenditure  records. 

The  methods  of  evaluatin/^  housiiv^  and  other  f arn-furni shed  goods 
in  the  States  varied  ^.ddely.  An  attempt  has  "been  made  to  re::"ort  the  State 
procedures  in  footnotes  3>  ^>         5«  recommendations  of  the  Corimittee 

are  given  in  0  2l6:    Part  I,  r^e  6  and  Part  II,  pa;:^es  21-22. 

ExiDencfLitures  for  f;oovds  and  services 

The  State  reports  on  floods  and  ser^'ices  purchased  have  "been 
adapted  insofc".r  as  possi"blG  to  fit  the  column  headings  of  the  cum.mary  tahle, 
which  are  in  accord  with  the  Oomr.ittee  recoramen-^-a.tions  for  uniformity  in 
classification,    Many  of  the  footnotes  indicate  differences  in  cla.s si fi cation 
"between  the  State  s"u-Lmaries  azid  the  Gcrimittoe  recomr^Grxdations. 

This  year  no  attempt  T7as  made  to  separate  the  expenditures  for 
forrioJ  education,  reading:,  and  recreation.     The  State  reoorts  did  not  give 
S'J.fficient  informo,tion  on  the  ■bre.nkdo\7n  of  these  throe  groups  of  items. 
Howe^'^er,  Yie  should  like  to  'ore sent  these  data  in  sepo.r.ate  columns  next  year 
if  possible. 


Column  20,  headed  "Other,"  is  defined  to  include  expenditures 
for  travel  and  transportation  other  tha.n  automol^ile;  personal  care; 
tobacco;  iinitemized  personal  expenditures;  and  other  family  expenditures 
such  as  funerals,  cemetery  lots,  and  legal  services.    In  only  a  few 
instances  was  there  any  certainty  that  all  of  these  groups  were  summarized 
in  this  column.    If  possible  next  year,  we  shall  try  to  present  personal 
care  expenditures  in  a  separate  column. 

There  still  are  quite  a  few  questions  regarding  housing  expendi- 
tures, column  lU,    As  you  will  recall,  the  Coijimitt(3e  recommended  that 
housing  expenses  include  the  following  items:    Insurance  premiums;  repairs 
and  replacements  on  the  family  homo;  and  other  expen'30s  for  housing,  such 
as  rent  at  school,  and  payment  for  lodging  for  members  of  the  family  while 
traveling  or  on  vacation.    M-ijor  improvements,  such  as  structural  additions 
or  wiring  for  electricity,  should  be  considered  as  an  increase  to  the  value 
of  the  home  and  therefore,  be  classed  in  assets,  and  not  as  an  expenditure 
for  family  living. 

Change  in  net  worth 

Very  few  of  the  reports  attempted  to  give  a  complete  picture  of 
the  family's  change  in  net  worth.    Data  on  increases  in  some  assets  (such 
as  investments  and  pa;;/ment  of  insurance  praraiums)  or  decrease  in  some 
liabilities  (such  as  certain  debt  payments)  are  available  for  many  of  the 
States,  but  the  reverse  of  the  picture — decrease  in  assets  and  increase 
in  liabilities— is  seldom  taker.,  into  account.    Changes  in  the  value  of 
crops  stored  for  sale  and  of  livestock  owned  should  be  included  in  the 
computation  of  change  in  net  worth, 

Net  income  of  families 

Fewer  than  half  of  the  reports  gave  any  data  on  family  income, 
and  some  reports  failed  to  state  what  wn.s  included  in  the  income  figures 
given.    An  attem.pt  should  be  made  to  obtain  information  on  net  family  in- 
come— farm  and  nonfarm,  money  and  nonnoney — in  order  to  make  a  more  com- 
plete analysis  of  these  household  accounts. 

Interpretation  of  summary 

Families  joining  with  others  in  the  State  account  keeping  pro- 
jects of  the  Extension  Service  are  not  selected  by  any  sampling  procedure. 
Since  they  are  self-chosen,  they  probably  are  not  representative  of  all 
farm  families  in  the  State,  nor  even  of  all  farm  families' reached  by  the 
Extension  Service,    If  they  could  be  classified  by  income,  it  would  be 
possible  to  form  some  idea  of  what  proportion  of  the  farm  community  they 
represent— for  example,  whether  the  upper  half,  the  upper  quartile,  the 
middle  half — on  the  basis  of  any  availa'ble  data  concerning  distribution 
of  families  by  income. 

Income  data  w®uld  make  it  possible  to  compare  similar  income 
groups  from  State  to  State,    For  example,  the  groups  with  incomes  of  $500 
to  $1,000  might  be  compared,  even  though  some  of  the  State  reports  included 
families  above  this  level  while  others  included  only  this  level. 


Records  of  families  "borroTvin(5j  from  Farm  Security  Administration 
are  more  likely  to  represent  the  entire  group  of  their  horro^rers  since  all 
families  reached  are  asked  to  keep  records  and  are  given  some  help  in  this 
undertaking.    However,  it  is  recognized  that  this  group  of  "borrowers  is 
from  the  lower-income  farm  population. 

S]:^enditures  for  Clothing,  "by 
Total  Value  of  Family  Living 

Lacking  a  random  sample  and  income  data,  it  is  difficvilt  to  make 
any  State  comparisons.    One  attempt  to  summarize  the  material  is  shown  on 
the  chart  "Expenditures  for  clothin^?,  "by  total  value  of  family  living," 

Only  16  State  reports  are  included  on  this  chart;  those  for  which 
entries  on  average  expenditures  for  goods  and  services  were  not  complete 
were  excluded.    In  order  to  show  as  many  States  a.s  possihle,  where  the  aver- 
age value  of  f a rmr- furnished  housing  and/or  fuel  was  missing,  an  estimated 
value  "based  on  data  from  the  ConstJ.mer  Purchxa,ses  Study  ivas  suhstituted.  For 
example,  no  valuation  of  faro- furni shed  housing  and  fuel  was  given  for  the 
Farm  Security  Admin istrr.t ion  families  in  Tennessee,  "but  the  Consumer  Parchases 
Stud;^'  material  for  white  farm  operators  in  12  selected  counties  in  Georgia 
and  Mississippi  seernsct  comparahle.    The  G-eorgia-Mi ssi ssippi  white  operators 
in  the  class  having  money  e:cpenditure  for  family  living  in  the  range  $0  to 
$250  had  an  average  total  expenditure  for  living  of  $173>        compared  with 
$165  for  the  Tennessee  Farm  Security  Administration  families.    Their  expendi- 
tures for  food,  clothing,  and  other  groups  of  goods  and  services  were  very 
similar.    Therefore,  the  G-eorgi.>-Mississippi  valu,ation  of  farm- furni shed 
housing,  $U0;  and  of  other  farm- furni shed  products,  $30,  were  added  to  the 
incomplete  average  value  of  family  living,  $^^2;  shown  for  the  Tennessee 
Farm  Security  Administration  families  in  coliomn  5  o^"  "the  5umma.ry  tahle* 
Thus,  the  total  value  of  $522  shown  on  the  tahle  accompanying  thf^  chart  was 
ohtained. 

A  small  circle  m^^trking  the  average  value  of  family  living  and  aver- 
age expenditures  for  clothing  has  "been  entered  on  the  cbjirt  for  each  of  I6 
reports.    These  circles  show  that  average  expenditures  for  clothing  rise  with 
higher  avero.ge  values  of  family  living,  in  spite  of  each  Sto.te  "being  "differ- 
ent" and  the  numhor  of  household  accounts  "being  small  in  most  of  the  States. 
A  lino  has  "been  drarrn  which  represents  fairly  well  this  trend  of  increasing 
average  expenditures  for  clothing  as  the  average  value  of  family  living  rises. 

Both  the  Tennessee  Farm  Security  Administration  families  and  those 
contacted  "by  the  Extension  Service  are  Fit  the  lov/er  end  of  the  scale  for 
average  value  of  family  living,  as  sho^vn  on  the  chart;  the  Illinois  families 
are  at  the  upper  end  of  the  scale.    It  is  evident,  therefore,  tliat  the 
Extension  Service  secured  accoimt  books  from  families  in  Illinois  tliat  had 
higher  average  values  of  family  living  than  those  studied  in  Tennessee,  Since 
we  do  not  have,  from  this  material,  the  relationship  between  income  and  value 
of  f airily  living,  we  cannot  state  how  representative  these  records  are  of  the 
States;  for  example,  how  representative  the  Illinois  records  are  of  the  State 
of  Illinois, 

Although  size  of  the  family  undou"btedly  affects  clothing  expendi- 
tures, this  has  not  heen  taken  into  account  in  preparing  the  cliart. 
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Illinois  ?arn  Household  Accounts 


Some  of  the  States  attempted  to  analyze  the  material  "by  family 
type  and  value  of  family  living.    The  influence  of  family  size  and  age 
composition  in  its  relationship  to  total  value  of  family  living  at  each 
level  can  he  seen  from  such  a  presentation  of  data. 

Only  two  of  the  reports,  Illinois  and  Tennessee,  gave  this  de- 
tailed material.    On  the  accompMnyin.g  Illinois  tahle  we  have  presented 
data  for  families  classified  in  $5^0  intervals  "by  value  of  family  living. 
All  family  types  comhined  are  3hoTO,and  family  typos  1  and  h  separately. 

As  an  example  of  tlie  use  of  tbJLs  tahle,  the  families  of  type  1 
having  a  vo.lue  ©f  family  living  in  the  range  $1,000-$1,U99  ^-^7  "be  compared 
with  the  families  of  type  U  at  the  s-ame  level.    Those  two  groups  of  fami- 
lies had  ahout  the  same  average  value  of  family  living;  $1,287  for  the 
familii)s  of  typ-e  1  (hushand  and  \^ifc  onl^/") »  ^■'^^  $1,3^-+!  for  the  families 
of  type  U  (hushand,  mfe,  one  person  l6  or  over,  and  one  or  no  other  person). 
Of  the  total  cavera.ge  value  of  family  living,  in  "both  instances  6l  percent 
was  expenditures  for  good 3  and  ser^/ices  and  39  percent ,  . value  of  farrr- 
furnishod  goods.     The  average  value  of  food,  pu.rchaGed  and  farr^- furnished, 
war.  I^OU  for  the.  families  of  three  or  four  persons  as  compvared  v/ith  $U30 
for  the  small  families  of  t7/o  persons.     The  average  arpendituros  for  cloth- 
iiig  T7ere  also  higher  for  the  larger  fanilios,  $1E:U  as  compared  with  $S2, 
as  V70uld  "be  expected,    Eowever,  the  value  of  f arrvfurni shed  housing,  and 
expenditures  for  housing,  houGchold,  operation,  ard  furrishirigs  and  equip- 
ment wore  smaller  for  the  families  of  type  h  than  for  those  of  type  1, 


Tennessee  Panvi  Household  Accounts 


The  Tennessee  data  are  similar  to  those  for  Illinois,  The 
general  level  of  family  living  wa,s  lower  for  the  group  of  families  stud- 
ied in  Tennessee  th^r.  for  those  in  Illinois,    S'or  families' of  typo  k  . 
having  a.  value  of  family  living  in  the  ra?ige  $1 ,000-$1  ,^99,  the  average 
value  of  family  living  in  Tennes.^ee  and  in  Illinois  was  ahout  the  same, 
$1,318  as  cor.pared  \7ith  $1,3^1.    T^'^e  total  value  of  food,  p^urchased  and 
farm- furnished,  was  cor.siderahly  higher  i]:-.  Tennessee,  $629  as  compared 
with  $50U,  even  though  the  families  were  of  the  ^^r.Q  average  size  and  Imd 
ahout  the  same  total  value  of  family  livin-^;.    The  average  value  of  farm- 
furnished  housing  was  lower  in  Tennessee  thjan  in  Illinois,  $102  as  con- 
pared  v/ith  $1B1.    Average  expenditures  for  clothir^-'  were  also  lower  in 
Tennessee,    Thus,  these  tv;o  tahle s  may  he  used  to  show  how  farm  family- 
living  patterns  differ  hetweon  States  when  hoth  family  type  and  value  of 
family-living  level  o.re  compa.rahle. 


JiiiM  SrjSSBOLD  ACCCUJiTS,  I538  l/ :    Average  value  of  goods  furnished  "by  the  farm    for  family  use  and  average  expenditvires  for  major  groups  of  goods  and  services;  2,234  farm,  families  in  I7 
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Footnotes  to  accompany  Fam  Household  Accounts,  1938 

Data  are  for  the  calendar  year  1958  vath  the  follovang  exceptions:  Louisiana 
1936-37  and  Maine  1938-39* 

These  are  yoar- equivalent  persons  in  Louisiana  and  Nevada. 
Conmiittee  recor.Mended  evaluation  methodj    Price  the  sairte  as  the  farmer  re- 
ceived for  similar  food  products  sold  in  si?jiilar  quantity.    Followed  in 
California,  Delav.'are,  Iowa,  Maryland,  Missouri,  Nebraslca,  Nevada,  Ohio, 
Oklahoma,  ojid  Texas.    Rot^riil  prices  used  in  Illinois,  Louisiana,  Tennessee, 
and  Tennessee  FSA;  in  Connecticut  f;.im  prices  wore  used  for  some  products 
and  retail  prices  for  others.    Prices  rt  the  most  likoly  place  of  purchase 
vroro  used  in  Krnsas,  Haino,  and  Michigrjfi.     The  method  used  for  tho  Okl'-.hona 
FSA  report  vms  not  f;*iven« 

Committee  recommended  evaluation  method:    9  or  10  percent  of  estimated  valua- 
tion for  ov-Tiers  and  11  or  12  percent  for  renters.     Follov^ed  in  Oklahoma. 
In  Connecticut  the  value  of  t  he  house  vtc.s  sot  at  |2£0.     In  Illinois  the 
estimated  yearly  rental  value  minus  expenditures  for  cash  rep  irs  {xnd  fire 
insurance  premiunis  wis  used.     The  Iowa  caid  Nevada  reports  used  10  percent 
of  the  inventory  value,  while  in  Kansas  6  percent  of  the  ^cginnin^*  inventory 
value  plus  depreciation  was  used.     Ton  p  rco  it  of  tho  estimated  valuation  . 
of  the  house  was  used  in  Mrdno,  Maryland,  and  Tennessee,  and  9  percent  in 
Nebraska,    In  Michigan  tho  valuation  was  based  on  tho  present  vci.lue  and 
life  of  tho  houso.    Rousing  vras  not  evaluated  in  California,  Delaware, 
Louisianr.,  Mj.ssouri,  Ohio,  Oklahoma  FSA,  Teimcssce  FSA,  rjid  Texas, 

Includes  fuel  only  in  Coin-octi  cut,  Delai^riro,  lovja.,  Louisicaia,  Maine,  Maryland, 
Michigan,  Nebraska,  Ohio,  Oklahoma  FSA,  cud  Toimcsscej  fuel  and.  other 
products  in  Kansas  and  Missouri;  fuel  and  soan  in  Oklahoma;  and  fuel,  soap, 
and  farm  gifts  in  Illinois.    Nevada  had  no  f arm- furnish od  fuel.  Committee 
rccommendod  evaluation  m.cthod:    Price  tho  samo  as  the  farmer  received  for 
similar  products  sold  in  similar  quantity,    Folloi^:od  in  Dclamre,  Iowa, 
and  ilissouri.    Retail  prices  i^sed  in  Connecticut,  Illinois,  Nebraska, 
Oklahoma,  imd  Tennessee,    Price  at  most  likely  place  of  purchase  used  in 
Kansas,  Maine,  and  Michigan.    Local  price  minus  any  paid  lal3i^:)r  costs  used 
in  Maryland.    Metiicd  vr.s  not  reported  in  Louisiana,  Ohi.o,  and  Oklahoiit".  FSA. 
Not  evaluated  in  California,  Tonnessoe  FSA,  and  Texas, 

Includes  repairs  and  rcDlacemonts  on  family  home;  insurance  prcmiims  on 

family  home;  and  other  expenses  such  as  rent  at  school  cjid  pay  for  lodging 
for  members  of  the  franily  while  traveling  or  on  vacation. 

Includes  favaily  share  of  automobile  oper-tion  expense  and  purchase  price. 

Includes  travel  rsid  transport'^tion  other  than  automobile,  personal  care, 
tobacco,  vinitonizcd  personal  expenditures,  and  other  fr^jiiily  expenditures 
such  as  funerals,  oometary  lots,  rjid  legal  services. 

Includes  all  changes  in  assets  and  lialvllitios,  as  for  oxoiaple,  clir.nges  in 
amount  of  savings,  investraonts,  unpaid  bills,  mortgages  due,  riid  the  value 
of  changes  in  the  Caiiount  of  livestock  o-^fned  and  of  crops  stored  for  sale. 
All  of  the  chcmgcs  listed  are  net  increases.    The  avcrag.j  reported  for 
each  group  is  a  not  figure  which  takes  account  of  all  increases  and 
decreases  reported  by  the  families  included,  vdth  the  following  exceptions} 
Savings  only  in  California,  Connecticut,  rjid  Maine;  life  insurance,  savings, 
and  payments  on  debts  in  Delaware;  interest  pay.:ients,  investments,  payments 
on  principal  of  notes,  end.  life  insurance  in  Illinois;  insurance,  invest- 
ments, and  payments  on  notes  in  loiva  and  TeJinesscc;  life  insurcaice  and 
investraonts  in  Kansas,  Nebraska,  and  Oklahoma;  investments  only  in 


Footnotes  to  accompany  Farm  Household  Accounts,  1938  —  Continued 

Louisiana;  life  insurance,  savings,  house  improvements,  payments  on  house 
and  debts  in  Michigan;  life  insurance,  savings,  debt  retirement,  ond  real 
estate  parents  in  Missouri;  life  insur-once,  savings,  and  "new  houses  m 
xMevada;  insurance  and  savings  in  Ohio;  and  payments  on  debts  and  increase 
in  household  inventory  in  Oklahoma  FSA.  Tennessee  FSA  does  not  define 
their  change  in  net  worth.  Change  in  net  worth  not  reported  in  Maryland 
and  Texas • 

10/  Data  obtained  from  fewer  than  the- total  number  of  families  studied. 
IT/  Incomploto  total;  soe  items  not  ro  orted  as  indicated  by  12/. 
T?/  Not  r CD or tod. 

13/  Hoom  and  board  at  school  included  under  coli:u^n  18  instead  of  under  columns 

ik  and  11,  respectively. 
ih/  Travel  and  transportation  other  than  automobile  included  under  column  15 

instead  of  under  column  20. 
15/  Rent  or  taxes  on  fojiiily  home  and  house  lot  included  under  coli^  lii. 
TB/  Radios  and  musical  instruments  included  under  column  15  instead  of  under 

column  18. 

17/  Vacation  exp '3iso  included  under  colimm  18  instead  of  being  itemized  by 
goods  and  services. 

18/  Funeral  expenses  and  legal  services  included  under  colimin  19  instead  of 
under  column  20. 

19/  Legal  ser'7i,cos  included  under  colimin  13  instead  of  under  column  20. 

20^/  Installation  of  v/ator  systems  rnd  olootri ci t'-  included  under  column  ik  in- 

stead  of  under  column  21. 
21/  Funerols  and  cemetery  lots  included  under  coluion  I6  instead  of  under  column 

20.  ' 
22/  Travel  and  transportation  other  than  automobile  included  under  column  18 

instead  of  under  column  20* 
23/  Tobacco  included  under  column  13  instead  of  under  column  20. 
Sr/  Burial  insuran  ce  included  under  column  19  instead  of  under  Golimin  20. 
^/  Other  family  expenses  such  as  funcro.ls,  cemetery  lots,  ajid  legal  s  jl*vices 

included  under  column  I9  instead  of  under  column  20, 
26/  Expense  for  p  jrsonal  care  separated  from  clothing  as  entered  in  the  report, 
~~      on  the  basis  of  11  iiistead  of  18  accounts,  o.nd  included  under  column  20 

in  this  table. 

27/  Estimated  value  br.sed  .on  $109  for  "housing,  furnishings  and  oquipment^** 
2E/  Expense  for  personal  care  separated  from  clothing  as  entered  in  the  report, 

on  the  basis  of  II6  instead  of  205  accounts,  and  included  under  column  20 

in  this  table, 

29/  Travol  and  transportation  oth.^r  than  automobile  included  ujidor  purpose  for 
v/hich  undertaken  instead  cf  under  column  20. 

30/  Tobacco  and  unitemiznd  personr.l  o-nDj.ndituros  included  under  column  18  in- 
stead of  under  column,  20. 

31/  Other  frmily  expense  such  as  funerals,  cemetery  lots,  tmd  legal  services  in- 
cluded under  colmnji  ly  instead  of  under  column  20. 

32/  Gifts,  welfare,  and  selected  taxes  included  under  column  18  instead  of  being 
shovrn  separately.. 

33/  Organization  dues  included  und^.r  colu]:in  19  instead  of  under  colamn  18. 

3U/  Housing  included  under  column  I5  instead  of  being  shovm  separately. 

35/  Expenditures  for  personal  care,  tobacco,  and  u^iitemized  personal  expenditures 

included  under  colimn  I6. 
36/  The  borrowers  from,  the  Farm  Security  Administration  arc  low-income  fronilies. 


SXP3UDIT-JR3S  FOR  GLOTHI-iO,  BY  TOTAL  VALUE  OF  ?Ai.iILY  LIVIUG 
Based  on  Housahold  Accounts  of  Farm  Families  in  I5  States,  I938 


Oj.ov/a 


J 11. 


O  La. 


^-110  ,.•  • 


O  Nev, 


/'O  Calif. 

O  i/iaine 

O  Del. 


•5  Comi. 


O  Mo. 


TOTAL  VALUE  OF  FAMILY  LIVING  (DOLLARS) 


2,000 


Total  value 


State 

of  family- 

for 

living 

clothing 

Tennessee  FSA 

1/  $522 

$38 

Missouri 

2/  332 

b3 

Tennessee 

375 

7U 

Nebraska 

1,03b 

101 

Delaware 

2/  1,127 

77 

Michigan 

1,2117 

89 

Kansas 

l,25U 

llo 

iviaine 

1,282 

82 

Calif  ornia 

1/  1,237 

•  33 

Onio 

2/  1,372 

110 

Louisiana 

2/  1,5^3 

13s 

iievada 

1,557 

107 

Maryland 

1,533 

lis 

Iowa 

I,b05 

153 

Connecticut 

i,dS3 

34 

Illinois 

1,.81S 

lUU 

1/  Includes  estimated  value  of  farm-furnished 

nousing  and  fuel. 

2/  Includes  estimated  value  of  f arra-furnisned 

housins^. 


KIjIUOIS  FiRM  HOUSEHOLD  ACCOUl^iTS,  I938: 
f."r.ily  living  I  3-^5  fox^  fr-nilicss 


Average  val\ie  of  goods  f\amished  by  the  farm  for  feanily  use  and  average  expenditures  foi;  major  groups  of  goods  and  services  .lay  fajnily  type  and  valua  at 


Ptunily  typo  and 
value  of  fajnily 
living  class 
(dollars) 

(1) 


111  faoily  types  8/. 

500  -  999  

1,000  -  1.499  

1,9X)  -  1.^99—.. 
2,000  -  2.499  

2,500  and  over.... 


Panily  type  1 

500  -  999  

1,000  -  1,499  

1,500  -  1,999  


Jossily  type  4  lo/..., 

1.000  -  1,499  

1,500  -  1,999  

2,000  -  2499.  


Family 
accounts 


(2) 


365 
25 
132 

97 
71 

40 

76 
14 
36 
21 

50 
16 
11 
16 


Average  ij 
value  of 
family 
living 

(3) 

Average  1/  valvie  of 
farm-fumishod  goods 

Average  1/  expenditures  for  goods  and  services 

Total 
(4) 

Food  2/ 
(5) 

Housing  _2/ 

(6) 

other  4/ 
(7) 

Total 

(8) 

Fbod  ^ 
(9) 

Clothing 
(10) 

Household 
operation 

(11) 

Housing  ^ 
(12) 

Furnishings 
and 
equipment 

(13) 

Medical 
Care 

(14) 

Automo'bile 
and  other 
transpor- 
tation 
(15) 

Education, 
reading, 
recreation 

Gifts, 
■welfare, 

selected 
ta^xQs 
(17") 

Other  2/ 

Dollsxs 

Doll£3rs 

Dolleufs 

IJollare 

Itollors 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollcixs 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollnrs 

Dollars 

Dollars 

1,818 

857 
1.292 
1,738 
2,282 

3.529 

635 
444 

657 

738 
830 

387 

286 

400 
456 
481 

231 
139 

■•■74 
242 
261 

333 

17 

19 
16 

15 
21 
16 

1,183 

413 

7R0 
/yj 

1,081 

1,544 
2,699 

233 
112 
181 

238 
275 
392 

144 

55 
98 

134 

201 
271 

146 

62 
98 

139 
177 
318 

104 
7 

100 

505 

99 
29 

100 

152 
195 

75 
30 

00 
65 

105 

143 

136 

45 

120 
188 
26^ 

105 

28 

49 

86 
151 
304 

84 
28 
50 
80 
102 
185 

57 

17 

oft 

52 

93 
122 

1,470 

953 
1.287 
1,716 

>*+ 

385 
508 

547 

253 

265 
310 

117 
229 
227 

15 
14 

10 

568 

779 
1.169 

111 
101 
165 
224 

93 
52 
82 
127 

X14 
65 
111 
133 

20 
52 
128 

33 
72 
144 

45 
34 
49 
44 

45 

101 

150 

AO 

49 
29 
46 
60 

79 
26 

69 
111 

ol 

163 

32 

48 

1.965 
1.341 
1.734 
2,219 

621 

520 

694 
662 

379 
331 
450 

383 

229 

181 

232 
261 

13 

8 
12 
18 

1.344 

821 

1,040 
,  1,557 

228 

173 

238 
225 

179 
124 
129 
231 

152 

86 
144 
174 

73 
31 
51 
87 

1C4 
37 
51 
165 

75 
67 
71 
76 

154 
117 
117 
178 

173 
58 
75 

[  209 

122 

71 

84 
132 

64 

57 
80 
80 

11 


Averages  based  on  tba  nuciber  of  fasdlies  in  eajdi  value  of  fa^iily  living  class,  colmnn  2. 
Evaluated  at  retail  prices. 

Sstimated  yearly  rental  value  minus  expenditures  for  cash  repairs  and  fire  insurance  premiums. 
Incliides  farm-furnished  fuel,  soap,  zrA  farm  gifts  evaluated  at  retail  prices. 

Room  and  board  at  school  included  under  colvimn  16  instead  of  under  columns  12  and  9»  respectively, 
Vacation  eicpense  included  under  colunr:    16  instead  of  being  itemized  by  goods  and  servicos. 

Includes  personal  care,  tobajcco,  -unitonized  personal  expenditures,  and  other  faidly  ezpenditxiros  such  as  funerals,  cemetery  lots,  and  legal  services. 

The  number  of  family  accounts  classified  by  family  type  is  as  follows:  Typo  1,  76;  %ype  2,  49;  typo  3,  60;  type  4,  5O;  typo  5,  3O;  typo  6,  54;  type  7,  I8;  other,  28. 

Includes  5  families  vdth  value  of  family  living  in  the  $2,000  or    over  class,  for  nidiich  ewerogos  are  not  shown  separately. 

Includes  1  family  with  value  of  family  living  under  $1,000,  and  6  fasiilies  mth  value  of  family  living  in  the  $2,500  or   over  class,  for  vdiich  averages  are  not-  sboran  soparatsly. 


ISiCIESSEE  FARjrt  HCUSSSOLD  ACCOUNTS,  I938:    Average  value  of  goods  furnished  by  the  farm  for  family  use,  and  average  expenditures  for  major  groups  of  goods- and  services,  by  family  typi 
and  value  of  family  living j  I98  farm  families 


Family  type  and 
value  of  family 
living  class 
(dollars) 

(1)  


Family 
iaccotmts 


value  of 
family 
living 

(3) 


Average  ij  value  of 
^                f arnHfurnished  gvods 

Average  \f  expenditures  for  goods  and  services 

Total 
(4) 

1 

Food 

Housing 
ll 

(6) 

i  Fuel 

1 

^  (7) 

Total 

(8) 

Food 
(9) 

Clothing 
(10) 

Household 
operat  ion 

(11) 

Housing 
(12) 

Furnishings 
and 
equipment 

(1^) 

Medical 
care 

(14) 

Automobile 
and  other 
transpor- 
tation 

U5) 

Education, 
reading, 
recreation 

(16) 

Gifts, 
welfare, 
selected 

taxes 

(17) 

other 
4/  5/ 

(IS) 

Dollor s 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

T)o  1 1  nT  c 

Tin  1  1  =a-r  c 

482 
24B 
4^6 
643 
813 

359 
181 
^32 

All 

570 

101 

53 
80 
140 
222 

22 
14 
24 
26 
21 

493 
196 

391 
685 
1.090 

97 
62 
87 
126 
177 

74 
34 

64 
97 
135 

59 
27 
47 
75 
123 

45 
9 
37 
57 
125 

33 
15 
25 
51 
71 

28 
11 
21 

33 
9f 

71 
15 
52 
127 
181 

38 

8 
20 

47 
91 

31 
10 
2"^ 
48 
65 

17 
5 

IS 

24 
26 

332 
266 
354 

216 

174 
235 

92 
62 
101 

24 
30 
18 

357 
19& 
435 

74 
52 

87 

51 

t 
5^ 

49 
30 
60 

45 
9 

63 

23 
8 
29 

16 
16 

16 

42 
19 

49 

13 
6 

17 

30 
13 

38 

14 
7 

18 

506 
350 
425 
G19 

t 

354 
234 
304 
514 

135 
108 
100 
102 

17 

8 

21 
3 

548 
189 
407 
699 

95 
63 
78 
115 

77 
27 
61 

69 

62 
26 

43 
102 

50 

22 

44 
37 

42 
7 

31 
75 

26 
6 
23 
14 

73 
19 

68 
98 

75 
7 
22 
114 

29 
10 
22 
53 

2 

15 
22 

All  family  types^^l/ 

Under  500  

500-999  

1,000  -  1,499.-. 
1,500  -  1,999... 


Number 


Family  type 
Cfnder  5OO. 
500  -  999. 


B/ 


Fcunily  type  4 

Under  5OO  , 

5C0  -  999  ^ 

1,000  -  1,499..., 


I9SI 

38| 
1071 

37! 
i4j 

30j 

11! 

18 

41: 
7 

22 

b 


975 
444 
827 
1.328 
1,903 

r,,. 

462 

7B9 

1.054 

539 
832 

1.318 


1/ 
2/ 


Avorpgss  -rixo  based  on  the  nuribor  of  fatalies  in  each  vrJnc  of  family  liviiig  class,  cclurai  2, 
Svalur-ted  at  retail  prices. 

10  percent  of  the  estinatod  valuation  of  the  house. 

Other  faz^ily  ezpcnditxires  such  as  funerals,  coaetory  lots,  end  Ijgal  services  included  under  columi  I7  instead  of  under  coltim  I8. 

Includes  personal  care,  tobox^co,  and  unitenized  personal  expenditures.  - 
Of  the  fciziilies  v^osc  accounts  v/ere  tabulated,  I80  were  classified  by  fpxdly  type,  as  follows:  Typo  1,  3O;  type  2,  I9;  typo  3,  17;  type  4,  41;  type  5,  26;  type  6,  14;  typc  7.  1°; 

type  8,  7;  broken  fanilies,  10. 
Inclxidcs  2  fruiilies  vdth  v^Iuo  of  f-lly  living  in  the  $2, COO   or  wer  class,  for  which  nvero.gos  are  not  shown  separately. 
Includes  1  fr^ly  with  value  of  frj-ily  living  in  the  ^il.OCO  -  $1,499  olo^s  for  xihich.  averages  exo  not  shovm  separately. 
Includes  6  fa:2ilics  with  voJue  of  foiAly  living  in  the  $1,500   or  over  clp.ss  for  v;hich  averages  r-xo  i.ot  sho\m  sopaxatoly. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPMTmTT  OF  AGRICULTURE  S     .  ^ 

BUREAU  OF  HOiXE  ECONOMICS  S 


Washington,  D.  C. 


SUMI^IARY  OF  23  STUDIES  OF  FaRI^  FAIvilLY  LIVING  FROM  20  STATES,  I939 

Twenty-three  reports  presenting  data  on  fa.mily  living  expendi 
tures,  the  vplue  of  farm- furnished  products,  and  other  facts  about 
2,573  white  farm  families  l/  that  kept  household  accounts  in  1939  have 
heen  received  from  20  States.    Eig-hteen  of  these  studies  were  of  fami- 
lies that  cooperated  with  representatives  of  the  Extension  Service; 
five  were  of  families  that  were  "borrov/ers  from  the  Farm  Security 
Administration.  llh^Vf:*^ 

Families  joining  vrith  others  in  the  State  account  keeping  - 
projects  of  the  Extension  Service  were  not  selected  hy  any  sampling 
procedure.     Since  they  were  self-chosen,  they  probably  are  not  repre- 
sentative of  all  farm  families  in  the  State,  nor  even  of  all  farm  fami- 
lies reached  by  the  Extension  Service.     Records  of  families  borrov/ing 
from  the  Farm  Security  Ac  ministration  are  more  likely  to  represent  the 
entire  grou^^  of  these  borrowers  since  all  families  reached  are  apked  to 
keep  records  and  rre  given  some  help  in  this  undertaking.     It  is 
recognized  that  this  group  of  borrowers  is  from  the  lower-income  farm 
population. 

About  half  of  the  re-oorts  gave  some  d^  ta,  on  income  which 
would  m.ake  it  possible  to  comp'^re  similar  income  groups  from  State  to 
State.    For  examrile ,  the  group  with  incomes  of  ^^00  to  $1,000  may  be 
compared  even  though  some  of  the  State  reports  included  families  above 
this  level,  while  others  included  only  this  level.     However,  many  of 
the  reports  did  not  state  what  was  included  in  the  income  figures 
given. 


1/  The  data  presented  in  the  summary  table  are  probably  for  white 

unbroken  f-^rm  families  only.    However,  each  State  report  did  not 
carry  a  sta.tement  rs  to  r,'^.ce ,  marital  status,  and  residence 
(farm  and  nonfarm)  of  the  families  included. 


10/21/UO 


*     « 1-  * 


Analysis  of  datp  "by  fnmily  type  nnd  incone  nnkes  the 
studies  nore  helpful  to  individunl  fnmilies  j^nd  to  the  field  personnel 
dealing  with  these  frnilios.    For  instance,  a  f.-^nily  of  four  consist^ 
ing  of  a  husband,  wife,  .-^nd  two  children  under  l6  yer.r^  of  '^.ge ,  with 
pn  income  of  $900,  vrould  be  able  to  ?i.pcertrin  the  fpnilj  living 
pptterns  of  other  fprn  fn.iiilies  in  the  s^-ne  f^nily  tjrpe-incoine  group. 
If  incone  dnta  pre  not  available,  it  is  suggested  thrt  the  analysis 
nay  be  by  fpirdly  type  pnd  value  of  fanily  living.     Fourteen  of  the 
studies  presented  data  either  by  family  type  or  by  value  of  fpnily 
living  clnss,  and  four  of  these  suLiLiarized  the  nateripl  by  income 
for  specific  f^nily  types.    Definitions  of  fpinily  income,  vplue  of 
fprjily  living,  and  fpmily  t^rpet  ps  reconniended  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Analysis  of  Household  Account  Books,  are  given  on  page  3» 

Methods  of  classifying  the  vp.rious  items  in  the  household 
account  books  differed  in  some  of  the  Stptes,     Also  the  contents 
of  the  cptegories  used  vrere  frequently  not  stpted*    For  exnmple ,  it  _ 
\\rr?:  not  known  whether  the  expenditures  for  transportation  other 
thpn  automobile  were  listed  under  the  purposes  for  which  they  v/ere 
under tpken  or  were  combined  with  autonobi'.e  or  some  other  cp tegory. 
The  cptegories  shov/n  in  the  St?te  reports  have  been  ad?pted  insofar 
PS  possible  to  fit  the  column  headings  on  the  summary  table,  which 
p.re  in  accord  v.ath  the  Comiriittee  recommendations  for  a  uniformity  in 
clpssif icp.tion.    An  attempt  hps  been  mpde  to  indicpte  the  differences 
between  the  StPte  summpries  and  the  Committee  recommendp.tions  in  the 
footnotes  to  this  summary  table.     The  rscommendp-tions  made  by  the 
Comrdttee  are  .?iven  in  detail  on  p.ttpchea  sheets. 


Definitions  of  family  Income,  value  of  family  living^  and  family  type 


NET  FAMILY  INCOIsCE. — Net  farm  money  income  (gross  money  receipts 
from  farming  minus  deductilDle  farm  "business  expense) ,  plus  net  f girm 
nonmoney  income  which  is  composed  of  the  money  value  of  goods  (food, 
housing,  fuel,  and  other  products)  furnished  hy  the  farm  for  family  use 
plus  or  minus  the  net  change  in  value  of  crops  stored  and  livestock  omied, 
plus  net  nonfarm  money  income  which  is  composed  of  net  money  earnings  from 
nonfarm  employment  and  net  money  income  from  sources  other  than  earnings. 

VALUE  OF  FAMILY  LIVING-,-- -Value  of  all  goods  and  services  purchased 
for  family  living,  and  value  of  food,  fuel,  and  other  goods  received  from 
the  farm  including  occupancy  of  the  farm  dwelling, 

FAMILY  TYPE, — The  classification  as  one  of  nine  types  depended 
on  the  numher  and  age  groupings  of  persons  other  than  hushand  and  wife, 
as  follows: 


Ntunher  of  year-equivalent 
persons  (including  hushand 
and  wife)  2/ 


Persons  other  than 
hushand  and  wife 


None 

1  child  under  l6 

2  children  under  l6 

1  person  l6  or  older  with  or  without 
1  other  person,  regardless  of  age 

1  child  -under  lb;  1  person  l6  or 
older;  and  1  or  2  others  regard- 
less of  ago 

3  or  U  children  -under  l6 

1  child  under  l6;  and  U  or  5 

others  regardless  of  age 
3  or  U  persons  l6  or  older 
5  or  6  persons  l6  or  older;  7  or 
more  persons,  regardless  of  age 
(all  comhinations  of  5  or  more 
persons  not  incl-uded  in  type  7). 


Zl    Ycarr-oq-oivalent  person.— Equivalent  to  one  person  in  the  family  for  the 
report  year  (52  weeks).    For  the  classification  of  a  family  hy  typo, 
persons  other  than  hushand  and  wife  l6  or  older  were  separated  from 
those  -under  l6  and  the  total  weeks  of  membership  for  either  age 
gro-i:?)  was  ohtained.    Fewer  than  27  weeks  of  memlDership  for  either 
age  group  were  not  coijnted;  27  to  79  weeks  of  memhership  were  con- 
sidered one  year-equivalent  person. 


f 

FAEiM  HOUSEHOLD  ACCOUNTS,  1939  }Ji    Average  Talue  of  goods  fxirnished  by  the  farm  for  faaily  use  and  average  expenditures  for  major  groups  of  goods  and  serrices;  2,573  farm  families  in  20  States 


State 


(1) 


Coun- 
ties 


(2) 


Family 

ac- 
counts 


(3) 


Average 
size  of 
family 

2/ 


(4) 


Average 
value  of 
family 
living 


(5) 


Average  value  of 
farm- furnished  goods 


Total 


(6) 


Food 


(7) 


Hous- 
ing 

4/ 
(8) 


Other 


(9) 


Average  expenditures  for  goods  and  services 


Total 

Food 
V  J-J-,' 

Cloth- 
ing 

Household 
operation 

(13) 

Housing 

(14) 

Furnish- 
ings and 

equipment 
(15) 

MedicaJ. 
care 

(16) 

All  "bo-* 
mobile 

il 

\  1// 

Education, 

reading, 
recreation 

(18) 

Gifts, 
wel- 
fare, 
select- 
ed 
taxes 

other 

(20 

in  net 

worth 
Q  / 
1' 

(21) 

TV>1 
JJO-1.  • 

JJO  J.  • 

Pol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

JJOi  . 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

1,3^^3 

13/200 

109 

l4/j_5/l6/l62 

i3/i7/i39 

16/18/  78 

14/ 

A2 

270 

13/14/18/19/  127 

78 

14/15/ 

50 

314 

8q 

90/9""  / 

i8a 

1^/99/ 

07 
3/ 

8q 

77 
/  / 

13/23/ 

91  /c;R 

21/ 50 

20/22/ 

13 

142 

8q8 

1 97 

29 

70 

49 

33 

11/^20 

)  ■3  /997 

156 

93 

104 

£2/ 

OJ. 

9A  /  1  '/r\ 

£Oy    J.  /U 

11/  la/ 

123 

05 

24y'26/ 

39 

437 

J.  ,  x/x 

27/ 

138 

/38 

18/ 

106 

22/ 

89 

1  R7 

13/18/30/ 

112 

27/2^/20/48 

19/ 

792 

207 

111 

24/ 

93 

22 

78 

64 

73 

63 

52 

2AJ 

29 

77 

702 

128 

97 

61 

J 

45 

42 

193 

42 

43 

42 

12/ 

820 

268 

84 

121 

20 

44 

46 

98 

63 

43 

33 

146 

746 

197 

100 

99 

3U 

ii/ 

88 

38 

26/  95 

44 

43 

26/ 

42 

307 

936 

277 

100 

124 

31/' 

31/ 

118 

76 

74 

53 

56 

58 

119 

390 

88 

72 

30 

24 

28 

19 

56 

30 

19 

24 

188 

697 

188 

3^109 

34/ 

89 

25 

J4/ 

56 

50 

70 

66 

44 

3a/2^ 

83 

1,163 

330 

110 

148 

57 

18/ 

93 

14/ 

77 

18/37/18/182 

38/ 

i4/i6/ 

62 

99 

OAT 

103 

134 

39/ 

76 

82 

A  0 
43 

40/  94 

68 

73 

24 

22/ 

641 

12/161 

86 

24/ 

49 

/ 

31/42 

/62 

M/ 

41 

143 

12/14/35/ 

53 

42/35 

U/24n5/4sai 

265 

io/  417 

106 

74 

40 

*  r 

52 

29 

42 

45 

25 

47 

415 

81 

66 

49 

29 

28 

27 

46 

44 

43/25 

43/ 

20 

4b 

858 

246 

105 

121 

50 

35 

48 

125 

65 

3^ 

27 

2-14 

iiV  313 

53 

29 

3U 

41 

34. 

46/ 

30 

16 

12/ 

10/^59 

161 

90 

69 

52.' 

22 

12/ 

20 

15 

30 

12/ 

10/257 

115 

50 

23 

I2jl 

20 

21 

12/ 

14 

12/ 

14 

12/ 

296 

90 

99 

19 

4 

26 

23 

25 

13 

5 

32 

12/ 

10/  238 

113 

41 

20 

12/ 

20 

18 

12/ 

13 

12/ 

13 

12,/ 

No. 


California   

Connecticut  . .  . . 

Delaware   

Illinois   

Iowa  

Kansas   

Louisiana  

Maine   

Michigan  

Ivlinnesota  

(Southeastern) 

Mississippi  .... 

Nebraska   

Nevada  

Qaio  

Oklahoma  

South  Carolina  . 

Tennessee   

Washington  

FSA  BCBH0WEaS42/'' 

Iowa  

North  Dakota  . .  .  . 

Oklahoma   

Tennessee   

Texas   


8 
8 

3 

64 
43 
39 
11 
10 

13 
16 

18 
55 
7 

25 
46 
20 

34 
12/ 


2 
6 

80 

12 


No. 
25 

39 
47 
472 
188 
127 
29 

47 
22 
107 

50 
185 

63 
41 
41/250 

43 

139 
18 


1'33 
85 
120 

103 

240 


Persons  Dol 

3.6  10/1,459 

4.3  1.553 
3.2  1.298 

3.8  i,8h 

4.4  1,668 
4.0  1,156 
34,io/'i.o64 
4-0  1,278 

3.5  1.272 
3-5  1.401 

4.0  875 
3.8  1,049 
44  1.624 

4.1  LO/1,123 
4.5  1.172 

6.7  10/  849 
4.5  890 

4.8  .10/1,393 


10/ 


Dol. 

10/  96 

536 
400 
586 

497 

364 
362 
458 
526 
465 

485 
352 
461 
10/  225 

531 
10/  432 

475 

10/  535 


4.2 

5 

5  ■ 
4.5 


10/  576  10/  263 

10/  885    10/  426 

10/  542    10/  285 

10/  384- 

10/  257 


10/580 
10/  495 


Dol. 

11/  3^ 
325 

175 
338 
242 
227 
340 
169 
292 
221 

361 
181 

259 
11/172 
420 
11/383 

351 
453 

263 
4?6- 
273 
11/384 

246 


Dol. 

12/ 
165 
206 
231 
233 
118 

|12/ 

206 

193 
22/202 

89 
145 
202 

|12/ 

100 
12/ 

99 

12/ 

12/ 
12/ 
12/ 
12/ 
,12/ 


Dol, 

12/ 

46 
19 
17 

22 

19 
22 

83 
41 
42 

35 
26 
0 

11/53 
11 

11/49 

25 
82 


12/ 

[12/ 
12 

12/ 
11 


♦ 

i 


I 


Footnotes  to  accompany  Farm  Household  Accounts,  1939 
Data  are  for  the  calendar  year  1939. 

These  are  year- equivalent  persons  in  Delaware,  Louisiana,  Minnesota  and 
Nevada. 

Committee  recommended  evaluation  method:    Price  the  same  as  th6  farmer  re- 
ceived for  similar  food  products  sold  in  similar  quantity.    Followed  in 
California,  Delaware,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Nebraska,  Nevada, 
Ohio,  South  Carolinta,  Oklahoma  FSA,  and  Texas  FSA.    Retail  T)rices  were 
used  in  Illinois,  Louisiana,  Tennessee,  Washington,  Iowa  FSA,  and 
Tennessee  FSA,     In  Connecticut  farm  Torices  vrere  used  for  some  T)roducts 
and  retail  prices  for  others.     In  Oklahoma  farm  prices  v/ere  used  except 
in  the  case  of  grain  products  and  home-canned  food.    Prices  at  the  most 
likely  place  of  purchase  wore  used  in  Kansa.s,  Maine,  and  Michigan. 
Evaluation  method  not  reported  in  North  Dakota  FSA, 

Committee  recommended  evaluation  method:    9  or  1^  percent  of  estimated 
valuation  for  o^Arners  and  11  or  12  percent  for  renters.    Follovjed  in 
Oklahoma  and  Delav/are.     In  Connecticut  and  Illinois  the  estimated  yearly 
rental  value  minus  expenditures  for  cash  repairs  and  insurance  premiums 
was  used.    In  Iowa,  Maine,  Mississippi,  Nevada,  ajid  Tennessee  re-oorts 
used  10  percent  of  the  estimated  va.luation,  while  in  Ki^nsas  6  percent  of 
the  beginning  inventory  value  plus  depreciation  was  used,  and  9  percent 
of  the  estima.ted  valuation  in  Nebraska.    Minnesota  reported  ten  percent 
of  average  value  of  farm  dwelling.     Valuation  reported  fdr  Michigan  was 
computed  on  the  basis  of  reDlacoment  cost  of  house,  tota.l  life  of  house, 
a.nd  its  anticipated  future  use.    Housing  ims  not  evaluated  in  California, 
Louisiana,  Ohio,  South  Carolina,  Washington,  North  Dakota  FSA,  Oklahoma 
FSA,  Tennessee  FSA,  Texas  FSA,  and  Iowa  FSA. 

Includes  fuel  only  in  Delavrare,  Iowa,  Maine,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mississippi, 
Ohio,  Oklahoma,   South  C,'\rolina,  Tennessee,  Washington,  Oklahoma  FSA,  ,  and 
Texa^s  FSA;  fuel  and  other  products  in  Louisiana;  fuel  and  soap  in  Kansa.s;. 
fuel  and  ice  in  Nebraska;  fuel,  ice  and  soax;  in  Connecticut;  and  fuel, 
soap  and  f aj*rn-f ui-nished  gifts  in  Illinois.    Nevada  had  no  fa.rn- furnished 
f\iel.    Not  reported  in  California,  lovra  FSA,  Tennessee  FSA,  and  North 
Dalcota  FSA.    Comittee  recomjnended  evaluation  method:    Price  the  sai^ie  as 
the  farmer  received  for  similar  products  sold  in  similar  quantity.  Fol- 
lowed in  Dela.ware,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Nebraska,  Oklahoma,  Ohio, 
South  Carolina,  Oklahoma  FSA  and  Texas  FSA.     Retaoil  prices  were  used  in 
Connecticut,  Illinois,  Louisiana,  Teionessee ,   and  Washington.     The  price 
at  most  likely  place  of  purchase  was  used  in  Kansas,  Maine,  a„nd  Michigan. 

Includes  repairs  and  replacements  on  family  home;  insurance  loremiums  on  fam- 
ily home;  and  other  expenses  such  as  rent  at  school  and  pay  for  lodging 
for  members  of  the  family  while  traveling  or  on  vacation. 

Includes  faiaily  share  of  automobile  ODeration  expense  and  T)urchase  price. 

Includes  travel  and  transportation  other  than  automobile,  personal  care, 
tobacco,  unitemized  persona.l  expenditures,  and  other  family  expenditures 
such  as  funerals,  cemetery  lots,  and  legal  services. 


Footnotes  to  accompany  Farm  Household  Accoiints,  1939  —  Continued 

9/    Includes  all  changes  in  assets  and  lialDilities ,  as  for  example,  changes  in 
amount  of  savings,  investments,  unpaid  "bills,  mortgages  due,  and  the 
va.lue  of  changes  in  the  amount  of  livestock  o\^n.ied  and  of  crops  stored 
for  sale.    All  of  the  changes  listed  are  not  increg^^^^^^^ Jhe  average 
reported  for  each  group  is  a  net  figure  which  takes/ of  all  increases  and 
decreases  reioorted  "by  the  fc^nilies  inclmed,  with  the  follo^'dng  excep- 
tions:    Savings,  insuran.ce,  and  investments  in  California  ajid  Connecticut; 
savings,  life  insurajice,  investments,  and  payments  on  principal  of  notes 
in  Illinois;  savings  a^nd  insurance  in  Kansas,  Maine,  Ue'bra.ska,  Nevada, 
and  Ohio;  savings,  insurance,  paj-'ments  on  debts,  and  improvements  on 
house  in  Michigan;  savings,  life  insurajice,  aaid  new  housing  in  Minnesota; 
difference  "between  average  net  money  income  and  average  family  expendi- 
tures in  Mississippi;  life  insura.nce  and  investments  in  Oklahoma;  sa.vings, 
insurruice,  ajid  payments  on  de"bts  in  South  Caxolina.  and  Washington; 
savings  and  payaents  on  de"bts  in  Tennessee.     Change  in  net  worth  not  re- 
ported in  Iowa,  Louisiajia,  an.d  the  five  Farm  Security  Administration 
summaries, 

10/  Incomplete  total;  see  items  not  reported  a.s  indicated  "by  12/ . 

11/  Data  o'bta.ined  from  fev;er  tha^n  the  totaJ.  num"ber  of  families  studied, 

12/  Hot  reported, 

13 /  Room  ajid  "boa.rd  at  school  included  under  column  IS  instead  of  under  columns 
lU  and  11,  respectively, 

ih/  Travel  and  transpor taction  other  than  automc'bile  included  under  purpose  for 
which  undertaken  instead  of  under  column  20, 

15 /  Interest  on  de"bts  incurred  for  faj.iily  living  and  rent  for  safe  deposit 
"boxes  included  under  coluj-m  I3  instead  of  under  column  20. 

16/  Fire  insurance  on  furnishings  and  equipment  included  under  column  I3  instead 
of  under  colur.in  15 .     Cut  flowers  and  plants  included  under  coliomn  15 
instead  of  column  I3. 

17/  Rent  or  taxes  on  f  axiily  home  and  house  lot  and  interest  on  mortgage  included 
under  column  lU. 

IS/  Radios  and  musical  instruments  included  under  colmn  I5  inetea^d  of  under 
column  IS. 

19/  Vacation  expense  included  under  column  IS  instead  of  "being  itemized  "by 
goods  and  services, 

20/  Travel  and  transportation  other  than  automouiile  included  under  colunn  I3 
insteaod  of  under  column  20, 

21/  Poll  tax  is  included  under  column  13  instead  of  under  column  19» 

22/  Includes  one-half  the  taxes  and  interest  on  the  mortgage,  in  addition  to  fire 
insurance,  and  repairs  and  replacements  on  fajnily  home. 


23/  Tc"bacco  included  under  column  18  instead  of  under  column  20, 


Footnotes  to  accompany  Farm  Household  Accoiints,  1939  —  Continued 

Rent  for  safe  deposit  "boxes  included  under  column  13  instead  of  under 
column  20, 

Includes  expenditures  for  travel  necessitated  "by  health. 

Expenditures  for  transportation  other  thpja  "by  automobile  included  under 
column  17  instead  of  under  column  20. 

Legal  services  included  under  column  13  instead  of  under  column  20. 

Installation  of  water  systems  and  electricity  included  under  column  lU  in- 
stead of  under  column  21, 

Funerals  and  cemetery  lots  included  under  column  l6  instead  of  under  column 
20, 

Trp.vel  and  tr^^jispor  tation  other  than  automobile  included  under  column  IS  in- 
stead of  under  column  20. 

Housing  included  under  coltunn  15  instead  of  "being  shown  separately. 

Based  on  data  obtpdned  from  15^  fpmilies  instead  of  107  families. 

Personal  care  included  under  column  12  instead  of  under  column  20. 

Expenditures  for  furnishings  and  equipment  vrere  separated  from  expenditures 
for  household  operation  on  the  basis  of  170  instead  of  1S5  accounts. 

Tobacco  and  unitemized  personal  expenditures  included  under  column  18  instead 
of  under  coliomn  20. 

Other  family  expenditures  such  as  funerals,  cemeteiy  lots,  and  legal  services 
included  under  column  13  instead  of  under  column  20. 

Includes  expenditures  only  for  purchase  of  automobiles.    Expenditures  for 

automobile  operation  are  included  under  column  18  instead  of  under  column  17, 

Gifts,  vrelfare,  and  selected  taxes  included  under  column  18  instead  of  beirg 
shov/n  separately. 

Expenditures  for  installation  of  such  facilities  as  furnace  and  electricity 
included  under  column  lU  instea.d  of  under  column  21, 

Includes  expenditures  for  all  transportvation. 

Averages  in  coluLin  (6)  through  (9)  are  based  on  225  families;  avera.ges  in 
columns  (lO)  through  (2l)  are  based  on  2U0  families. 

Expenditures  for  taxes  and  for  interest  on  mortgage  on  family  dwelling  are 
included  under  column  I5  instea-d  of  being  classified  as  farm  business  ex- 
penditures. 

Other  family  expenditures  such  as  for  funera.ls,  cemetery  lots,  and  legal  serv- 
ices included  under  column  19  instead  of  under  column  20. 

Reported  as  $170  on  the  basis  of  6  records, 

U5/  The  borrowers  from  the  Farm  Security  Administra.tion  are  low-income  families. 
G-if ts  and  welfare  included  under  column  18  instead  of  being  shown  separately. 
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U.  S.  DEFARTmiT  OF  AGRICTJLTURE 
BUREAU  OF  HOI;IE  ECOUaivIICS 
Washington,  D,  C» 


CIASSIFIGATIOIx^  OF  ITEMS  USED  IN  "THE 
SU[«Ry  OF  HARM  HQiyiE  ACCOUNT  BOOKS 


-tate 


The  section  of  ih.e  State,  such  as  l\iorbhsrn  or  Central,  if 
the  home  account  books  were  not  from  the  State  a.s  a  whole, 

Counties 

The  number  of  counties  from  which  the  farm  home  account 
books  used  in  the  summary  were  collected.     Counties  from  which  no 
books  were  analyzed,  i.e.,  books  were  collected  but  rejected  from 
the  summary,  were  not  included. 

Uumber  of  Rtmily  accounts 

The  same  n\:ffiiber  of  families  v^s  included  throuo;hout  all  the 
tabulations.  Only  native-v/hi to  unbroken  farm  families  were  analyzed, 
in  order  to  make  the  group  as  homogeneous  as  possible. 

Size  of  family 

Size  of  family  wq.s  computed  on  the  basis  of  year-equivalent 
persons  in  the  economic  family. 

ECONOMIC  EAJvIILY. — A  group  of  persons  living  in  the  same  dwelling 
sharing  a  comnion  table,  pooling  incom.es,  and  dependent  upon 
family  funds  for  m^ost  of  their  support.     In  addition  to  such 
persons  living  in  the  home,  the  economic  family  as  here  defined 
included  sons  and  daughters  who  were  away  from  homo,  yet  depen- 
dent on  ihe  family  income  for  at  least  75  percent  of  their 
support.    Sons  or  daughters  living  at  home,  who  earned  but  paid 
nothing  for  room  and  board,  and  guests  who  lived  in  the  house- 
hold 27  weeks  or  longer  during  the  year,  making  no  payment  for 
room  or  board,  arc  considered  famdly  members.     Inform.ation  con- 
cerning the  income  ^nd  expenditures  of  all  such  members  was 
requi  red • 

The  economic  family  does  not  include  related  dependents,  such 
as  aged  parents  living  apart  from,  the  family,  sons  in  Civilian 
Conservation  Corps,  sons  and  daughters  who  liave  separated  their 
finances  from  those  of  the  parents  and  are  living  at  home  as 
roomers  or  boarders,  persons  living  in  institutions  at  no  ex- 
pense to  the  family. 
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YEAR-EQUIViiLENT  PERSON.— Equivulont  to  one  porson  in  the  ilimily  for 
tho  report  year  (52  wuoks).     For  the  classification  of  a  family 
by  type,  persons  other  than  husband  and  wife  16  or  older  v/ere 
separated  fron  those  under  16  and  the  total  weeks  of  membership 
for  each  age  group  v/as  obtained.     Fewer  than  27  vfeeks  of  member- 
ship for  either  age  group  v/ore  net  counted;  27  to  79  v;-eeks  of 
membership  wore  considered  one  year-equivalent  person. 

In  computing  averages  for  a  group  of  ftimilies  the  following  method 
of  handling  year-equiva lents  was  used; 

The  number  of  year-equivalent  persons  under  16  and  16  or 
older  \vas  computed  for  each  family  by  converting  the  number  of 
weeks  of  members iiip  to  year-equivalen'ts  as  described  above;  the 
sum  of  these  fi glares  was  divided  by  the  number  of  families  in 
the  r^oup  for  which  an  average  was  desired.     The  number  of  year- 
equivalent  persons  under  16  and  16  or  older,  plus  the  husband  and 
■    ivifc  (who  represented  ti'io  year-equivalents)  gave  the  total  number 
of  year-equivalent  persons  in  the  economic  family. 

6»    Value  of  farriily  living 

Value  of  all  goods  and  services  purchased  for  family  living, 
and  "j&.lue  of  food,  fuel,  and  other  goods  received  from  the  farm  includ- 
ing occupancy  of  the  farm  dwelling.    See  blxpendi tures  for  Goods  and 
Services  and  Value  of  Ffeim- furnished  Goods.     If  either  of  these  two 
items  v/as  incompletely  reported,  this  ims  indicG.ted  in  the  total  value 
of  fairdly  living. 

It  is  recognized  that  this  figure  for  value  of  family  living 
does  not  represent  total  vr.lue,  since  it  does  not  include  value  of  all 
goods  received  without  direct  expenditure  (clothing,  furnishings,  auto- 
mobiles, and  radios  are  among  those  omitted);  nor  does  it  include  vp-lue 
of  services  pro-^jlded  by  family  meE.bers  or  services  received  from  others. 

^*    V---^UQ  of  farm- furnished  goods,  t<jtal 


Value  of  food,  fuel,  and  other  goods  received  from  the  farm  in- 
cluding occupancy  of  13ie  farm  dv^elling.    See  Food,  p^.  rm- f ami  shed ;  Housing, 
Ftvrm- furnished;  Other,  Farm- famished.    If  any  of  these  three  items  was 
incompletely  reported,  this  was  indicated  in  the  total  value  of  farm- 
farnished  goods. 

7,     Food ,  fa  nil-  fumi  shed 

Value  of  food  produced  and  consumed  at  home,  including  ep:gs, 
milk,  m.eat,  and  poultry;  fruits  and  vegetables;  sirup  and  honey.  Fish 
and  game  killed  for  food  x^re  included  a.lso.    Values  were  based  on  prices 
that  the  famer  would  have  paid  if  he  had  purchased  from  neighboring  f^rms 
sim.ilar  food  products  in  similar  quantities  to  those  fUrnished  by  his 
farm.    Deduction  of  experiii tures  for  production  was  not  made;  these  were 
handled  as  farm  expenditures.    Only  such  items  as  garden  seeds  vrere  handled 
as  family  expenditures;  see  Expenditures,  Other,    Value  of  food  served  to 
farm  help  and  boarders  v/as  deducted. 
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3»    Housing,  fa rni" famished 

Value  of  the'  yec.r ♦  sNoccupancy  v/as  arbitrarily  sot  at  9  per- 
cent of  the  prosont  ostimatcd  mluo  of  th^  dxvelling  on  an  o-'med  farm, 
and  11  percent  of  the  ostimted  value  of  the  d'volling  on  a  rented 
farm,  except  in  the  Southeast  and  Southwest,  v/here  10  and  12  percent 
v/ere  used  because  cf  the  mere  rapid  depreciation  of  farm  houses. 
These  percentages  wore  based  on  interest  rates,  taxes,  depreciation, 
and  a  rea.sonable  return  on  money  invested.    In  estiirating  present 
value  of  the  Vicuse,  its  replh.ce.rsient  value,  as  estimated  by  the  fb.mily, 
was  reduced  to  present  -ro-lue  by  taking  account  of  the  age  of  the 
house  and  the  fUinily^s  estimate  of  its  remaining  years  of  usefulness* 
For  example,  if  the  probable  replacement  value  of  the  house  ivas 
$1,G00,  its  probable  life  40  years,  and  its  present  age  10  years,  its 
estimated  value  would  be  $1,200  (|1,600  divided  by  40,  multiplied  by 
30). 

9 .     Ot  he  r ,  fa  m  ■  «•  fu  mi  s  he  d 

Value  of  fuel,  ice,  and  other  products  such  as  wool  and 
tobacco.    Values  were  based  on  prices  that  the  fanner  v^rould  have  re- 
ceived for  similar  products  sold  in  similar  quantities.  Deduction 
cf  expenditures  for  production  "-vvas  not  made;  these  were  hixndled  as 
family  expenditures.    See  Expenditures,  Other. 

1 0 .    Expenditures  for  goods  and  s e r -/i o e s ,  To 1 


Honey  expeniitures  incurred  for  family  living,  wiiether  or 
not  paj,^onts  have  been  made.    All  items  of  expenditure  v/ere  classified 
in  16  expenditure  groups:     R>od;  clothing;  household  operation? 
housing!  furnishings  and  equipment;  medical  a\ro;  automobile;  formal 
education;  reading;  recreation;  gifts,  welfare,  selected  taxes;  travel 
and  transportation  -^^thor  tlian  automobile;  persi>nal  care;  tobacco; 
UTLitomized  personal  expenditures;  other  femily  expenditures.     For  dis- 
cussion of  items  included  in  each  group,  see  heading  for  specific  type 
of  expenditures,  such  as  Automobile  Expenditures  or  Other  Family  Ex- 
penditures for  the  combination  of  the  last  five  groups.    Value  of  goods 
received  without  direct  expenditures  -ms  not  included;  see  Value  of 
ESmiily  Living. 
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r-'o od  expendi ture s 

Expondi tares  for  all  food  purcliasod  and  consumed  by  moinbors  of 
the  Gcononic    faiuily  at  home  or  away  lYora  hono  (including  beard  at  school) 
and  by  T)aid  h^usohold  help  and  [^Tiosts,    Sxpondituras  for  food  of  fam  help 
and  boarders  aro  Gc^cludod  (computod  by  multiplying  tota.l  nuniber  of  meals 
served  to  such  persons  by  avora^o  oxpond^.turo  per  food  expenditure  unit)* 

FOCD  AT  HO?cE.— Expenditures  for  all  food  purchased  and  prepared  at 
family  and  vacation  h-jnes  and  meals  cf  rried  from  homo.  Expendi- 
tures fcr  food  for  pots  aro  excluded* 

POOD  I^ai  Hd^S,— Meals  and  lunches  bought  at  work  or  school; 

meals  bought  while  traveling  or  on  vacation  and  ether  meals  av/ay 
from  home  (except  on  business  trips  for  which  reimbursement  was 
made  by  employer);  board  for  children  aVvT-y  at  school;  ice  cream, 
candy,  bo ve rages,  etc.  bought  and  consumed  av/ay  from  home.  Ex- 
penditures for  food  such  as  coffee  or  milk  bought  to  supplem.ent 
meals  carried  from,  homo  are  included, 

12,     Clo  th ing  expo nd  i tu re  s 

Expenditures  for  purchase,  dry  cleaning,  and  other  upkeep  (ex- 
cluding launlry)  of  all  types  of  wearing  apparel,  and  for  help  for  sev/ing. 
Expenditures  incurred  during  months  of  membership  in  the  economic  family 
during  the  year  ?/ero  recorded  for  each  fam.ily  member, 

13 »    Ho^usehold  operation  expenditures 

Expenditures  for  f'.ael,  light,  refrigeration;  h-.-usehold  help; 
and  other  items  cf  household  operation, 

FUEL,  LIGHT,  REERIGEHATia^,— Expenditures  in  .ft^mily  and  vacation 

hom.es  for  fliol  for  heating,  cooking,  and  home  plant  for  electricity; 
for  lighting;  and  for  refrigeration.    Expenditures  for  fuel,  light 
and  refrigeration  included  in  rent  are  excluded, 

HOUSSHOID  HELP,— Expendi tur OS  for  household  employoos  (except  seam- 
stress, .nurse  for  care  of  sick,and  extra  h"-usehold  help  occasioned 
by  farm  v;ork,  such  as  cooldng  for  threshers),  including  unifonns 
and  tips  to  paid  help,    Moals  .furnished  t(^  household  help  v/ere 
considered  part  of  family  fj.od  expendi tures, 

OTHER  ITEMS* — Expenditures  for  items  not  classified  abov^,  as  tele- 
phone; 'mi'cQT  rent;  laundry  sent  out;  laundry  supplies;  stationery, 
postage,  telegrams,  greeting  cards,  pens,  ink,  and  pencils  for 
household  use;  express,  lYeight  drayr.ge,  moving  or  storage  of 
household  goods;  other  household  supplies  such  as  scouring  materials, 
matches,  toilet  paper,  paper  napkins  and  towels,  shelf  and  waxed 
paper,  clothespins  and  cloiiies lines,  lawn  seeds  and  plants,  cut 
flov/ers,  rent  of  post-office  box. 
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14.  Housin{;;;  ox-pendi  -ixtros 

Bxpciiclituros  incurred  during  the  yef.r  for  insurance  and  repairs 
of  07mGd  or  rontod  fttmily  homes,  and  for  othor  housinr^,-'"vacation  homos, 
and  lodging  of  f^iirdly  members  v/hilo  av/ay  from  homo,  on  vacation  or  at 
school.    Expenditures  for  rooms  while  on  business  trips  v^ero  not  in- 
cluded. 

HUv'ILY  EOlfiE* — For  tho  farm  homo,  oxpondituros  include  only 
those  for  insurance  and  for  ro pairs  and  replao^ments  paid 
for  by  the  fimily.    Expondituros  for  rent,  taxos,  and 
intorost  on  tho  mortgage  aro  not  included  in  housing  ex- 
penditures sj  the  ontiro  oxpondituro  for  such  items  was 
consids»r<5d  a  farm  business  oxponditure, 

OTiriER»--All  expenditures  for  owned  or  rontod  vacation  homes-* 
rent,  interest  on  the  r.iortga;.-;o ,  taxes,  assessments,  and 
insurance;  lodging  for  family  members  while  traveling  or 
on  vacation,  except  for  busiuess  trips;  rent  at  school, 
and  any  other  expenditures  for  hou si nr;  other  than  the 
fam  home. 

15.  Fu rni s hi n gs  and  oquipmont  expenditures 

Expenditures  for  furniture;  kitchen,  cleaning,  and 
laun'1.ry  equipment;  tableware,  such  as  f^lass,  china,  and  silver; 
floor  coverings;  household  textiles,  such  as  linens ,  bodding, 
and  curtains;  miscelLaneous  items,  such  as  v\rindow  shades,  lug- 
gage, lamps,  pictures,  cleaning,  repairs,  and  insurance  on  furniture; 
ccanning  equipment  including  jars,  cans,  and  rubbers. 

16.  Medical  cftre  expondi  tures 

Expenditures  for  physician;  oculist;  dentist;  other 
specialist  (includes  surgeon,  skin  specialist,  obstetrician, 
osteopath,  chiropractor,  and  other  special  practitioners);  clinic 
visits;  hospital  room  or  bed;  pri-yato  nursing  service  at  hospit£'.l 
or  at  home;  special  examinations  and  tests,  such  as  X-ray,  mxtabolism., 
or  blood  tests;  medicines  and  drugs,  exclusive  of  cod-livor  oil  and 
dry  milk  products  for  children  (these  aro  classed  as  food  expenditures); 
dyoglasses  and  optician*s  foes;  medical  appliances  and  supplies;  health 
and  accident  insurance  (includes  foes  for  membership  in  associations 
providing  such  insurance);  and  "/thor  m.odical  care  (includes  items  not 
classified  elsewhere,  suoli  as  Turkish  baths) # 
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17*    Autoinobilo  exponditures 

Net  purchase  price  of  now  or  used  automobiles  bought  during 
the  report  year  and  expenditures  for  maintenance  and  operation*  Ex- 
penditures char^ocible  to  business  (farm  and  nonfarin)  were  deducted 
so  that  tViis  figure  is  for  family  share  only.    See  also  Travel  and 
Transportation  Expenditures,  Other, 

GROSS  PURCIi/.SE  PRICE. —The  price  quoted  without  a  deduction 
for  trade-in  allowance  for  an  old  automobile.  Includes 
interest  on  deferred  payment  but  excludes  insurance  pay- 
ments oven  V7hen  they  wore  part  of  the  installments  and 
hence  inclu.lod  in  the  contract  price. 

mUT  PURCIi/.SB  PRICE.— Not  after  deduction  of  trade-in  allow- 
ance for  an  old  automobile.    Includes  ixitorest  on  deferred 
payments  but  excludes  insurance  payments  even  when  they 
were  part  of  the  contract  price. 

OPSRA.TiaT  SXPEIJDITURSS.— All  expenditures,  exclusive  of  the 
outlay  for  purchase,  incident  to  the  ownership  of  an  auto- 
mobile suoh  as  gasoline,  oil,  accessories,  automobile  in- 
surance, taxes,  parking  and  gara.r.e  fees,  fines,  damages, 
and  tolls. 

18.    Education,  re^dim;,  recreation  oxpendituros 

Expenditures  for  formal  education,  reading,  and  recreation. 

FORMAL  EDUCATION  EXPE^JDI  TlJRIiiS.  — Foes  for  school  tuition, 
laboratory,  and  libran/,  for  which  payment  was  made 
durin?',  the  report  yearj  expenditures  for  school  books 
and  supplies}  expenditures  for  special  lessons  in  music, 
dancing,  art,  sports,  etc.;  other  expenditures,  such  as 
diploma  fees  and  for  supplies  for  special  lessons  not 
classifiable  as  recreation  o  xpr>nditures»  Expenditures 
for  room  and  for  board  of  persons  attending  school  av/ay 
from  home  are  classed  as  expenditures  for  housin/^  and  for 
food. 

RE/i^DING  EXPENDITURES.— Expenditures  for  daily  and  weekly  news- 
papers, magazines,  books  for  crcneral  reading,  book  rentals, 
and  library  membership  fees  and  fines;  excludes  school  books, 
picture  books  for  youn(!;  children,  and  professionp^l  journals 
and  technical  books  used  in  connects  on  with  w;jrk. 
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RECRS/vTIOM  EXPENDITURES,— Expenditures  for  admissions,  equipment  for 
r-;ameE  and  sports,  and  other  recreation, 

PAID  ADMISSIONS,— Expo ndi tares  for  family  members  and  .-.-uosts  to 
motion  pictures,  lectures,  concerts,  spectator  sports,  ftxirs,  cir- 
cuses, dances,  and  other  admissions  such  as  to  amusement  parks, 

SQUIPII'IEKT  im  GAMES  AND  SPORTS  •—HI  qui  pment,  supplies,  fees, 
licenses,  purcliase  and  upkeep  or  hire  of  riding  horses,  boats, 
and  bicycles, 

OTHER  RECREATION, — Purchase  and  upkeep  of  radios  and  musical. in- 
struments, sheet  music,  phonograph  records;  photogro-phi c  supplies j 
children's  toys  and  play  equipient;  pets,  entertaining,  excluding 
food  and  paid  admissions;  dues  to  social  and  recreational  clubs; 
r.ambling  losses;  expenditures  for  hobbies  and  collections;  unclas- 
sified spending  money.    Expenditures  for  lodging,  traveling,  or 
food  while  on  vacation  or  trips,  and  uniforms  and  other  clothing 
used  in  recreational  activities  are  excluded, 

19,    Gifts,  •yvelfc^re,  and  selected  tax-;S,  expenditures  for 


Contributions  to  support  of  persons  not  members  of  the  economic 
family;  gifts  to  persons  outside  the  family;  contributions  to  community 
chost  and  other  v/olfli re  agencies;  contributions  to  religious  organiza- 
tions; poll  and  income  taxes  payable  during  the  report  year.    Does  not 
include  the  follov:ing  taxes:     Taxes  on  farm  dv/ellings  v/hich  v/ere  con- 
sidered farm,  business  expenditures;  real  estate  taxes  (other  tlian  on 
farm  dwelling),  which  v;e re  deducted  from  incom.e  received;  automobile 
taxes,  which  were  considered  automobile  expenditures;  and  sales  taxes, 
which  were  included  as  expenditure  for  the  commodity  on  which  the  tax 
was  levied, 

20,    Other  family  expenditures 

Expenditures  for  -travel  and  transpor  teition  other  than  automobile, 
personal  care,  tobacco,  unitemized  personal  ex^^ienditures,  corid  other  ftimily 
ex  p  end  i  tu  res. 


TRAVEL  A^ID  TRANSPORTATION  EXPSI©! TURES ,  OTHER  TE^-.N  AUTOMOBILE.— Ex- 
penditures for  all  family  travel  and  transportation  other  than  by 
family  automobile,  such  as  bus,  trolley,  and  taxi  to  work,  school, 
or  shopping;  and  travel,  except  for  business,  by  railroad,  inter- 
urban  bus  and  trolley,  rented  autom.obile,  boat,  and  airplane. 
This  also  includes  purchase  and  upkeep  of  motorcycle ,  horse  and 
carriage,  boat,  or  other  conveyance,  after  deduction  of  proportion 
chargeable  to  business.    Expenditures  for  bicycles,  boats,  or  other 
vehicles  used  primarily  for  rooroatioa  are  included  in  recreatien 
expenditures. 
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PSRSOlIi'.L  CixRS  EXPEIJDITIJRES*— Sxpondituros  for  services  and 
toilet  articles  an:l  p ro-:."arations« 

SERVI CSS.--Expoiidituros  at  bcrbsr  shop  or  ooauty  parlor 
for  sor^/icGs,  such  as  haircuts,  shavos,  shampoos,  waves, 
inani euros,  and  facials;  including  tips, 

TOILET  ARTICLES  AW  mEP/.R/iTIONS .—Expend ituros  for  toilet 
soap,  dentifrices,  shavinr  soap  and  croam,  ccld  cream,  cesmetics, 
deodorants,  "bath  salts,  bnishes,  combs,  razors,  files,  hand 
mirrors,  cleansing  tissues,  poi/rder  puffs,  sanitary  supplies. 

TOBACCO  EXPEHDITURES.— Expenditures  for  cigarettes,  cigars,  chew- 
ing and  sncking  tobacco,  snuff,  pipes,  pipe  cleaners,  humidors, 
li-ehtoTS ,  cigarette  holders,  and  ash  trays.  Smoking  stands  are 
included  v/ith  f^arniture;  smokinr,  jackets,  vdth  clothing, 

UI^ITEMJZED  FERSOI>y-L  E 7P3:iD I TURES.— Expend! tu res  of  allomnces  or 
money  :p.Ten  to  individuals  for  ;;x5rsonal  care,  recreation,  "treats," 
etc.,  when  the  amounts  have  not  been  itemized  into  expenditure 
groups • 

OTliER  FAIvjILY  1]XP EI€) IT URES .—Expenditures  for  miscellaneous  items 
not  properly  classifiable  in  any  of  the  15  other  expenditure 
,p:roups,  such  as  interest  on  debts  incurred  for  family  livin;T., 
bank  char,:;es,  safe  deposit  boxes,  leo^l  services,  money  lost 
or  stolen,  installments  paid  on  repossessed  car  or  furniture, 
duee  to  political  or.^ani nations ,  funeral  expense  for  members 
of  the  economic  family,  and  purchase  and  upkeep  of  fo.mily 
cem.otery  lot.    Expense  incurred  in  the  production  of  food  at  home 
was  handled  as  ftirm  expenditures j  onljf  such  items  as  ^.rdon  seeds 
were  included  here  as  family  expenditures. 

21.    Change  in  not  v/orth 

(increase  or  surplus;  decrease  or  deficit.)    Ilet  chan?;e  in 
family  assets  and  liabilities  iurinj^  the  report  year  v/as  obtainei  as 
follows:    Add  te/;;;Gther  the  item.s  representing  an  increase  in  assets 
and  those  representing  a  decrease  in  liabilities;  from  this  total 
substract  -the  sum  of  decrease  in  assets  end  increase  in  liabilities. 
If  the  former  sum  is  Troater,  an  increase  in  net  worth,  or  surplus, 
v/as  attained  by  the  family;  if  the  latter  sum  is  greater,  a  decrease 
in  net  vj-orth,  or  deficit,  was  sustc  inod.  .  A  nonmoney  item  representing 
the  net  increase  or  decrease  in  mlue  of  crops  stored  for  sale  or  of 
livestock  ovmed  is  included  with  business  investrrionts  in  addition  to 
the  money  items.      Inheritances  or  .dfts  of  money  not  used  for  current 
livng  were  inoluoed  in  both  increase  and  decrease  in  assets,  and  were 
thus  excluded  from  ti-io  net  figure  for  ch£inge  in  assets  and  liabilities. 
The  value  of  fifts  of  property  not  sold  or  converted  tn  money  was  ex- 
cluded from  all  tabulations.. 
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I;;TCREi'iSE  IH  ASSETS. — Anount  of  Vx^dt  increaso  in  ir.oney  in  savings 
accounts,  checkin.^;  acccunts,  cr  on  hxncl;  in  investments  in 
busin'oSG  3.nclu-lin(j;  increase  in  fam  crops  storod  for  s?.1g 
or  of  livestock;  in  real  estate,   stocks,  bonds,  or  other 
property  purchased;  imprcventcnts  on  owned  horae  or  other 
real  est-ate;  life  insurance  premiuns  paid;  outstanding  loe.ns 
made  iurin;^  the  year;  rioney  received  from  inhe ri trance s ,  not 
used  for  family  living. 

DECRE/.SE  III  ASSETS.— Amount  of  net  decrease  in  money  in  bank  or 
on  hand;  in  a  business  investment  due  to  withdrawal  of  funds 
or  decrease  in  ftmn  crops  stored  for  sale  or  of  livestock;  in 
real  estate,  stocks,  bonds,  or  other  property  due  to  sales; 
in  value  of  insurance  policies  duo  to  surrender  or  settle- 
ment; in  -^70. lue  oif  soldier^*-  bonus  certificates  duo  to  payment 
of  the  soldiers'  bonus;  in  value  of  loans  made  previous  to 
report  year  :luo  to  repayments.    Money  inheritances  not  used 
for  family  livin?;  v/ere  also  included  here  as  a  balancins^  item, 
if  the  funds  wotq  invested  anl  included  as  an  increase  in 
assets, 

INCREivSE  IN  LIABILITIES.--omuunt  of  net  increase  in  mortfcag-es 

-J  o 

and  notes  due  to  corporations  or  individuals;  in  bills  due, 
as  rent,  taxes,  charge  accounts,  or  installment  purchases, 

DECRE/iSE  III  Lli.BI  LI  TIES. —Amount  of  net  decrease  in  principal 
of  mortgaj.^es  or  in  notes;  in  bills  owed  at  the  beginnin.p;  of 
report  year,  as  back  rents,  taxes,  chsir^o  accounts,  or  in- 
stallment purchases. 
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UlTITSD  STATSS  DSPARTI^ITT .  OF  AOEICULTUPJi 
Bureau  of  Home  Economics 
Family  Sconomics  Division 


STOIARY  OF  STUDIES  OF  FAEM  FAiaLY  LIVING ^  I9U0 


A  steadily  developing  interest  in  the  analysis  of  farm  home  account 
"books  is  shown  "by  the  increasing  numher  of  such  reports  made  in  the  States. 
In  I5U0,  52  reports  giving  data  on  family  living  expendit^ires,  the  value  of 
farm- furnished  products,  and  other  facts  ahout  10,770.  fa^^m  families  were  re- 
ceived from  29  States.     This  is  more  than  douhle  the  number  of  such  reports 
received  the  year  hefore.     The  1939  .summary  dealt  with  23  studies  presenting 
information  ahout  2,573  farm  families  in  20  States. 

Account  keeping  projects  usually  a.re  sponsorftd  by  the  Extension 
Service  or  the  Farm  Security  Administration^  and  it  is  through  the  coopera- 
tion of  these  two  agencies  that  the  reports  summari;^ed  herein  were  received. 
The  account  "book  studies  are  ma.de  in  the  States,  with  the  cooperation  of 
State  colleges,  experiment  stations,  the  National  Youth  Administration,  and 
the  Work  Projects  Administration. 

The  reports  vary  in  content.    A  few  present  only  the  major  cate- 
gories of  expenditures  for  goods  8,nd  services;  ma^ny  include ^  in  addition, 
the  value  of  f arm- fur ni shed  goods.     Some  give  detailed  data  regarding  ex- 
penditures for  medical  care,  clothing,  and  furnishings  and  equipment  J  quan- 
tities of  food  produced  on  the  farm  and  used  "by  farm  fe-milies;  amounts  of 
food  canned;  and  facilities  and  conveniences  in  the  family  dv/elling. 

Some  studies  present  data  for  certain  sections  of  a  State;  others, 
for  scattered  counties  within  a  State,  or  for  only  one  county.    Nearly  all 
of  the  studies  give  the  number  ahd  names  of  the  counties  from  which  the 
record  books  were  collected.     Some  of  them  include  maps  and  background  mate- 
rial, such  as  the  predominant  type  of  agriculture. 

Since  home  account-keepers  are  self-chosen  for  the  most  part,  they 
are  not  necessarily  representative  of  the  population  of  the  area  in  which 
they  live.     Families  that  are  borrowers  from  the  Farm  Security  Administration 
keep  records  as  part  of  their  farm  and  home  planning  program.     The  records 
summarized  for  these  families,  therefore,  are  fairly  representative  of  the 
entire  groups  of  borrowers.     It  is  recognized  that  these  borrowers  are  from 
the  lower  income  farm  population. 


Summary  of  farm  family  living  data 

The'  52  reports  presenting  data  on  family  living  expenditures  and 
the  value  of  farm- furnished  products  are  summarized  in  table  1,  which  will 
^e  published  in  "Agricultural  Statistics,  19U2,"     Table  2  presents  figures 
from  an  additional  10  reports  that  did  not  give  information  on  farm- furnished 
gciods,  thus  maMng  it  impossible  to  compute  value  of  family  living. 

Ifashington,  D.  C.     ^  December  19^1 


Insofar  as  possitle  these  compila.tions  have  "been  restricted  to 
data>  concerning  white,  unbroken  farm  families  in  order  to  make  the  group 
represented  homogeneous.     Some  of  the  studies,  however,  did  not  carry  a 
statement  regarding  color,  marital  status,  and  residence  (farm  or  nonfarm) 
of  the  families. 

Averages  in  the  two  ts."bles  are  "based  on  the  total  num"ber  of  fami- 
lies, that  kept  account  "books,  regardless  of  whether  they  had  expenditures 
for  individual  items.    In  a  few  reports  some  averages  are  "based  on  fewer 
tha.n  the  total  nura"ber  of  families  studied?  this  has  "been  indicated  in  a 
footnote.    It  is  desira"ble  to  ha.ve  the  same  count  of  families  throughout 
all  the  ta"bulations  in  order  to  eliminate  the  possi"bility  of  under-  or  over- 
wei^ting  certain  items  in  computing  total  expenditures  and  value  of  family 
living, 

.  Data  classified. "by  family  type  and  income  (or  value  of  family 
living)  are  not  availa'ole  for  the.  majority  of  the  studies.     Perhaps  next 
year  enough  of  the  studies  will  present  material  by  this  2-way  classifica- 
tion so  that  a  supplementary  table  giving  these  breakdowns  can  be  shown, . 
and  comparisons  made  of  similar  groups  from  State  to  State. 

Recommendations  for  the  analysis  of  farm  home  account  books,  as 
discussed  herein,  were  formulated  as  a  result  of  the  Conference  on  Analysis 
of  .  Household  AccoTant  Books,  held  in  Washington  in  December  193^  ^7 
Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  the  Extension  Service,  and  the  Farm  Security 
Administration  (then  the  Resettlement  Administration).     Copies  of  these 
recommendations  are  available  upon  request  to  the  Family  Economics  Division 
of  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics. 


Classification  of  families  by  family  type  and  income 

Since  spending  patterns  vary  with  differences  in  income  and  family 
composition,  the  account  keeper  should  be  able  to  compare  his  records  with 
averages  for  families  in  his  family  type-income  group.    Hardly  any  of  the. 
studies- made  in  the  States  classify  families  by  income  within  family-type 
groups.     It  is  difficult  to  obtain  enou^  cases  for  this  type  of  analysis. 
Many  of  the  studies  attempted  to  classify  families  "by  size  or  composition; 
others,  by  income  or  value  of  family  living.     In  many  of  the  reports,  space 
has  been  left  for  the  family  to  fill  in  its  own  figures. 

Family  type 

For  uniformity  in  classification  of  families  by  type,  based  on 
age  and  number  of  year-equivalent  family  members  other  than  husband  and 
wife,  the  Committee  on  the  Analysis  of  Household  Account  Books  recommended 
the  follovdng  type  groups:  ■• 


Jamily  type: 

1 

2 

3 


6 
7 

g 
9 


iTuin"ber  of  year- 
equivalent  persons 
(including  hustand 
 and  wife) 

2 

3 

k 

3  or  U 
5  or  6 


5  or  6 
7  or  S 

5  or  6 
7  or  more 


Persons  other  than  husband  smd  v/ife 
None 

1  child  under  l6 

2  children  under  l6 

1  person  l6  or  older  with  or  without 
1  other  person,  regardless  of  age 

1  child  under  l6;  1  person  l6  or 
older;  and  1  or  2  others  regard- 
less of  age 

3  or  U  children  under  l6 

1  child  under  l6;  and  U  or  5  others 

regardless  of  age 
3  or  U  persons  l6  or  older 
5  or  6  persons  l6  or  older;  7  or 
-  more  persons,  regardless  of  age 
(all  combinations  of  5  or  more 
persons  not  included  in  type  7) 


Income  and  value  of  family  living 

Ket  family  income,  as  defined  by  the  Committee,  consists  of  both 
farm  and  nonfarm  income,  and  could  be  computed  by  some  such  v/orksheet  as  is 
shown  in  the  f ollov/ing  example : 

1.  Gross  money  income  from  farming  ...,♦.$  1 , OOP 

2.  Value  of  occupancy  of  farm  dwelling 

( value  $1,200  t  ime s  9  per cent )   180 

(see  instructions  on  page  5  "^or  computing  value  of 
occ^J-pancy  of  dwelling) 

3.  Value  of  products  furnished  by  farm  for  family  use 

(see  instructions  on  pages  ^  s.nd  5  -or  computing 

value  of  food,  fuel,  etc.)   300 

h.     Change  in  value  of  crops  stored  for  sale  and  of 

livestock  owned  (may  be  plus  or  minus)   -80 

5.  G-ross  farm  income  (algebraic  total  of  items  1-U)   1,^00 

6.  Farm  business  expense   .  ♦  8^0 

7.  Net  farm  income  (item  5  minus  item  6)   550 

8.  Money  earnings  from  nonfarm  employment 

(includes  net  income  from  roomers  and  boarders)   50 

9.  Nonfarm  money  income  other  than  earnings   10 

10.     Total  net  family  income  (sum  of  items  7,  8,  and  9)   $6lO 


Faroily  incomo  is  defined  as  net  money  income  from  farm  and  non- 
farm  sources  plus  nonmoney  income  in  the  form  of  housing,  food,  fuel,  end 
other  products  furnished  the  household  "by  the  faTm,  and  change  in  value  of 
crops  stored  for  sale  and  of  livestock  owned. 

Value  of  family  living  is  defined  as  raoney  exTDenditujres  for  family 
living  plus  the  raoney  vrlue  of  housing,  food,  fuel,  and  other  products  fur- 
nished the  household  "by  the  farm, 


Change  in  net  vorth 

The  difference  hetTireen  family  income  ajid  value  of  family  living  as 
defined  ahove  represents  the  families'  change  in  net  vorth  for  the  year. 
Another  way  of  ohtaining  change  in  net  vrorth  is  to  subtract  money  exoenditures 
for  family  living  from  net  money  income,  and  then  add  the  change  in  value  of 
crops  stored  for  sa.le  and  of  livestock  owned..     Some  families  may  have  ended 
the  year  with  a  sur-glus ,  i.e.,  with  a.  net  increase  in  assets  (increase  in 
inventories,  checking  account,  savings  account,  improvements  on  home,  insurajice 
premiums  iDaid,  etc.)  or  a  net  decrease  in  liabilities  (loa^^rTnents  of  debts, 
mortgages,  bills,  etc.).     Other  families  may  have  ended  the  year  with  a  defi- 
cit ,  i.e.,  have  spent  more  than  they  have  made,  and  therefore  would  have 
either  a  net  decrease  in  assets  (decrease  in  inventories,  sa,vings  account, 
checking  account,  etcw  or  a  net  increase  in  liabilities  (increa.se  in  debts 
owed,  mortgages,  notes  due,  etc*). 

A  complete  picture  of  the  family's  change  in  net  worth  is  not 
given  in  many  of  the  reports*     The  last  column  of  table  1  (Change  in  Ket 
Worth,  Partial  Only)  represents,  for  the  most  part,  increases  in  some  assets 
(such  as  sfjvings,   insurance,   imTDrovements  on  home),  or  decreases  in  some 
liabilities  (such  as  pa-;^^ments  on  debts  and.  mortgages).     The  reverse  of  the 
picture — decrea.ses  in  assets  and  increases  in  liabilities — has  seldom  been 
reported  in  State  studies,  thus  making  it  iEipossible  to  compute  a  net  change 
in  assets  and  liabilities. 


Svalua.tion  of  farm-furnished  goods 


Food 

The  methods  of  evaluating  home-ioroduced  food  vary  among  the  studies. 
About  a  third  of  the  reports  did  not  sta.te  what  method  of  evaluation  was  used; 
another  third  used  farm  -nrices  or  retail  T)rices.     The  re;Aaining  third  used 
the  method  of  evalua„tion  that  was  recommended  by  the  Committee — that  goods  be 
valued  at  the  price  the  family  would  hrve  paid  had  it  bought  products  of 
similar  quantity  and  auality  from  neighbors,  or  from  the  most  likely  place 
of  purchase. 
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In  the  reports  are  given  various  methods  of  connmting  the  value 
of  farm- furnished  housing,  i.e.,  "use  value"  of  the  farm  dwelling.  The 
following  method  was  recommended  by  the  Committee:  9  percent  of  present 
estimated  value  of  dwelling  on  an  oi^ed  farm  and  11  percent  of  estimated 
value  on  a  rented  farm,  except  in  the  Southeast  and  Uorthvrest  where  10  and 
12  percent  are  recommended  because  of  the  more  rapid  depreciation  of  farm 
houses.    These  percentages  were  ba.sed  on  interest  rates,  taxes,  depreciations, 
and  a  reasonable  return  on  money  invested. 

In  estimating  the  -present  vglue  of  a  house,  its  replacement  value 
as  estimated  by  the  fajnily  is  reduced  to  present  value  by  taking  account 
of  the  age  of  the  house  and  the  family's  estimate  of  its  remaining  years  of 
usefulness.  Por  example,  if  the  r>robable  replacement  value  of  the  house  is 
3l,600,  its  probable  life  kO  years,  and  its  -oresent  a^e  10  years,  its  esti- 
mated value  vrould  be  $1,200  (tpl,600  divided  by  40,  multiplied  by  30). 

Other  f arm»furnished  goods 

This  category  is  defined  to  include  such  items  as  fuel  and  ice  used 
for  household  operation,  homemade  soap,  wool,  feathers  used  for  -nillows,  and 
tobacco  raised  on  the  farm  for  family  use.     The  method  of  evaluation  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  is  the  saine  as  tha.t  for  farm- furnished  food — that 
goods  be  vaJ-ued  at  the  price  the  family  would  have  paid  had  it  bought  prod- 
ucts of  similar  quantity  and  quality  from  neighbors,  or  from  the  most  likely 
place  of  purchase. 

Classification  of  items 


The  categories  in  the  summary  table  are  defined  according  to 
classifications  agreed  upon  by  the  Committee  (see  below.  Classification 
Sheets).     In  summarizing  the  62  studies,  differences  in  classification  were 
met,  and  these  are  covered  insofar  as  possible  by  footnotes.    Many  of  these 
State  studies,  hov/ever,  do  not  c&xry  definitions  of  categories. 

Automobile  expenditures 

Automobile  expenditures  are  usually  defined  to  include  only  the 
family  share  of  net  purchase  price  of  automobiles  and  of  the  expenditures  for 
operation,  such  as  gasoline,  oil,  accessories,  insurance,  taxes,  parking  in 
garages,  fees,  fines,  damages,  and  other  items.    l'?hen  the  reports  did  not 
separate  family  and  business  e^rpendit^jres ,  it  wa-s  assumed  that  half  of  the 
total  expense  vro-iald  be  equivalent  to  the  fairiily  share. 


